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	Subject:
	Ethics
	Year
	12
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	This will be the third phase of Y12 teaching
	

	Topic
	Ethical Thought
	Natural Law
	Situation Ethics
	Utilitarianism 

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	To know and understand how Ethical Thought has been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion. 
	To know and understand how Natural Law has been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion.
	To know and understand how Situation Ethics has been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion.
	To know and understand how Utilitarianism has been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices and the philosophy of religion.

	What Golden Knowledge will pupils learn and remember?




	Students will learn and understand the divine command theory and its focus on God as the origin and regulator of morality. 

Students will know the nature of right of wrong as objective truth based on God’s command and the requirements of divine command as they apply to the characteristics of God’s omnipotence and benevolence. 

Students will understand Adams’ modified version of the theory with focus on benevolence.

Students will know the Euthyphro challenge to the divine command theory; arbitrariness problem and pluralism objection.

Students will learn and understand virtue theory and its focus on defining the personal qualities that make a person moral. Students will understand Aristotle’s virtues and make links to these and Jesus’ teachings on virtues in the Beatitudes.

Students will know the challenges to virtue theory and will consider their practicality and relevance to moral decision making.

Students will learn about ethical egoism and how it focuses on self-agent over altruism. They will know how it matches to psychological egoism; long term interests; and will know Stirner’s question on the essence of altruism. Students will know what the union of egoists is and how it rejects egoism for material gain.

Students will know the challenges to ethical egoism with particular focus on the issues surrounding egoism and social injustice and bigotry. 

Students will analyse and evaluate the extent to which morality is what God commands; if altruism is better than egoism; the extent to which ethical thought is useful in moral decision making; which theory is superior in moral decision making. 

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics and Ethics topic 1 interleaved  


	Students will know and understand the laws and precepts as the basis of morality for Aquinas’ natural law.

Students will learn about the four levels of law (eternal, divine, natural and human). They will understand natural law as a form of moral absolutism and a theory which has both deontological and teleological aspects. 

Students will know and understand the five primary precepts (preservation of life, ordered society, worship of God, education and reproduction) as derived from rational thought and the basis of doing good and avoiding evil. 

Students will learn about the secondary precepts as derivatives of the primary precepts and the importance of keeping the precepts in order to establish a right relationship with God and eternal life in heaven.

Students will understand the role of virtues and goods in supporting moral behaviour. They will know the need for humans to be more God-like by developing the three relevant virtues and four cardinal virtues.

Students will learn and understand Aquinas’ differentiation between types of acts; internal and external and real goods and apparent goods.

Students will apply the principles of natural law to the cases of abortion and euthanasia.

Students will analyse and evaluate the degree to which human law should be influenced by natural law, the extent to which natural law promotes injustice, it’s effectiveness in dealing with moral decisions and it’s meaningless without belief in God. 

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics and Ethics topic 1 and 2 interleaved  

	Students will learn the principles of situation ethics as developed by Fletcher with specific reference to the rejection of legalism, antinomianism and the conscience. 

Students will know the meaning and significance of agape as it applies to situation ethics and will understand the biblical evidence which supports it. Students will know that situation ethics is a consequentialist and teleological theory.

Students will learn and understand the principles of situation ethics as a means of assessing morality. They will know the features of the boss principle, four working principles and six fundamental principles.

Students will apply the principles of situation ethics to homosexual relationships and polyamorous relationships.

Students will analyse and evaluate the degree to which situation ethics promotes immoral behaviour, the extent to which it promotes justice, it’s effectiveness in dealing with ethical issues and the extent to which it provides a practical basis for moral decision making. 

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics and Ethics topic 1, 2 and 3 interleaved  

	Students will know and understand Bentham’s classical utilitarianism with specific reference to the principles of utility and usefulness. Students will learn the hedonic calculus as a means of measuring pleasure. 

They will understand act utilitarianism as a form of moral relativism, a consequentialist and teleological theory.

Students will know and understand Mill’s utilitarianism and the distinction between higher and lower pleasures, with particular reference to the harm principle. 

They will understand rule utilitarianism and Mill’s principles as a teleological/deontological hybrid. 

Students will learn and understand how to apply the principles of act and rule utilitarianism to the use of animal experimentation for medical research and the use of nuclear weapons as a deterrent. 

Students will analyse and evaluate the effectiveness and utility of act and rule utilitarianism and the extent to which they are successful/useful in their application to animal testing and nuclear weapons. 

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics and Ethics topic 1, 2, 3 and 4 interleaved  


	What prior knowledge should pupils already know?



	· Following God’s law (10 commandments etc) 
· Teachings of Jesus 
· Omnipotence and benevolence of God 

	· Following God’s law (10 commandments etc) 
· Omnipotence and benevolence of God 
· Teachings of Jesus
· Concepts of abortion and euthanasia and arguments surrounding these 

	· Omnipotence and benevolence of God 
· Teachings of Jesus
· Ideas about relationships 
· Concept of doing the most loving thing

	· Concept of animal testing and arguments surrounding this
· Use of rules 


	What skills will pupils learn and apply?
(disciplinary knowledge)




	· Acceptance and understanding of divergent beliefs and perspectives on self, others and the universe
· Ability to describe, analyse and evaluate divergent theological sources and texts
· Ability to use sources of authority to develop and support knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs and teachings
· Adaptability and aptitude in considering divergent viewpoints and reaching a justified conclusion based on reasoned consideration of beliefs and teachings
· Ability to consider own beliefs and opinions, reflect on what has influenced this and compare it to the beliefs and values of others
· Ability to express with increasing discernment own personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth and value. 
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· Ability to describe, analyse and evaluate divergent theological sources and texts
· Ability to use sources of authority to develop and support knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs and teachings
· Adaptability and aptitude in considering divergent viewpoints and reaching a justified conclusion based on reasoned consideration of beliefs and teachings
· Ability to consider own beliefs and opinions, reflect on what has influenced this and compare it to the beliefs and values of others 
· Ability to express with increasing discernment own personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth and value. 
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· Ability to describe, analyse and evaluate divergent theological sources and texts
· Ability to use sources of authority to develop and support knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs and teachings
· Adaptability and aptitude in considering divergent viewpoints and reaching a justified conclusion based on reasoned consideration of beliefs and teachings
· Ability to consider own beliefs and opinions, reflect on what has influenced this and compare it to the beliefs and values of others
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	· Acceptance and understanding of divergent beliefs and perspectives on self, others and the universe
· Ability to describe, analyse and evaluate divergent theological sources and texts
· Ability to use sources of authority to develop and support knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs and teachings
· Adaptability and aptitude in considering divergent viewpoints and reaching a justified conclusion based on reasoned consideration of beliefs and teachings
· Ability to consider own beliefs and opinions, reflect on what has influenced this and compare it to the beliefs and values of others
· Ability to express with increasing discernment own personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth and value. 

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Divine command theory, meta-physical, omnipotence, omnibenevolence, Euthyphro dilemma, arbitrary, pluralism, Beatitudes, altruism, psychological egoism.
	Eternal, divine, natural, human, precepts, eudaimonia, virtues, cardinal virtues, fortitude, temperance, prudence, justice, real goods, apparent goods, abortion, voluntary euthanasia.
	Agape, legalism, antinomianism, conscience, homosexual, polyamorous, pragmatism, relativism, positivism, personalism, justice.
	Utility, hedonic calculus, act utilitarianism, rule utilitarianism, intensity, duration, certainty, remoteness, fecundity, purity, extent, moral relativism, consequentialist, teleological, deontological, harm principle, boss principle, deterrence.

	How will pupil understanding be checked &/or assessed?




	Formative Assessment (at least once a fortnight):
· A range of recall tasks most lessons.
· Homework tasks will also require students to complete tasks on prior knowledge.
· Past paper questions will be set for homework based on previous topics covered. (AO1 and AO2)
· End of unit assessments which will be past paper questions (AO1 and AO2) 
 
 
Following the assessments and homework, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities and homework questions.  
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· A range of recall tasks most lessons.
· Homework tasks will also require students to complete tasks on prior knowledge.
· Past paper questions will be set for homework based on previous topics covered. (AO1 and AO2)
· End of unit assessments which will be past paper questions (AO1 and AO2) 
 
 
Following the assessments and homework, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities and homework questions.  


	Resources available



	Lessons for staff on the school intranet. 

A range of shared teaching, assessment and planning resources can be accessed via AS and A Level Religious Studies | Eduqas and https://www.eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=13801 
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	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to rationalise morality and moral decision making. 

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a human morality and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of ethical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be reflecting on their own values and sense of right and wrong, justice and morality. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping ethical thought over the centuries.
	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to rationalise morality and moral decision making. 

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a human morality and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of ethical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be reflecting on their own values and sense of right and wrong, justice and morality. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping ethical thought over the centuries.
	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to rationalise morality and moral decision making. 

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a human morality and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of ethical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be reflecting on their own values and sense of right and wrong, justice and morality. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping ethical thought over the centuries.
	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to rationalise morality and moral decision making. 

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a human morality and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of ethical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be reflecting on their own values and sense of right and wrong, justice and morality. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping ethical thought over the centuries.
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