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	Subject:
	Philosophy
	Year
	12
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	This will be the second phase of Y12 teaching 
	

	Topic
	Inductive arguments for the existence of God
	Deductive arguments for the existence of God
	The Problem of Evil
	Religious Experience

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	To understand how and why the cosmological and teleological arguments have been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices over time.
	To understand how and why the ontological argument has been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices over time.
	To understand how and why the Augustinian and Iranaean type theodicies have been influenced by developments in religious beliefs and practices over time.
	To understand how and why the nature of religious experiences and mystical experiences have been influenced by developments in religious belief and practices over time.

	What Golden Knowledge will pupils learn and remember?




	Students will learn and understand the nature of inductive proofs and the concept of a posteriori.

Students will explore the cosmological argument with reference to Aquinas’ first Three Ways.

Students will know and understand the nature, features and validity of the Kalam cosmological argument with specific reference to William Craig and his rejection of actual infinities and concept of personal creator.

Students will explore Aquinas’ Fifth Way as an argument for the existence of God and will recognise the importance of the concept of governance and the archer and arrow analogy.

Students will understand Paley’s development of the teleological argument with specific reference to the watchmaker analogy as evidence of an intelligent designer. 

Students will explore and understand Tennant’s anthropic and aesthetic arguments with particular recognition of the universe as being specifically designed for intelligent human life

Students will learn and understand Hume’s empirical objections and critique of the cosmological argument. They will recognise Hume’s problem with analogies; rejection of traditional theistic claims; designer not necessarily God of classical theism; apprentice god; plurality of gods; absent god. Students will also consider alternative scientific explanations for the origins of the universe and life with particular reference to the Big Bang and Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection.

Students will evaluate the effectiveness of each argument and consider the extent to which it can be seen as persuasive, relevant and effective in proving the existence of God.

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topic 1 interleaved  

	Students will learn and understand the nature of deductive proofs and the concept of a priori.

Students will learn and understand Anselm’s claim of God as the greatest possible being as outlined in Proslogion 2.

Students will understand how Anselm developed God as possessing necessary existence as outlined in Proslogion 3.

Students will know how Descartes developed Anselm’s ontological argument through the concept of God as a supremely perfect being with reference to the analogies of triangles and mountains/valleys

Students will understand Malcolm’s version of God as an unlimited being with reference to necessary rather than possible existence. 

Students will learn the challenges to the cosmological arguments and understand how Gaunilo rejects the idea of the greatest possible being as having separate existence outside our minds; his analogy of the idea of the greatest island as a ridicule of Anselm’s logic.

Students will understand Kant’s challenges to Anselm with reference to existence as not a determining predicate.

Students will evaluate the effectiveness of each argument and consider the extent to which it can be seen as persuasive, relevant and effective in proving the existence of God.

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics 1 and 2 interleaved  

	Students will know the different types of evil: moral (caused by free will agents) and natural (caused by nature).

Students will learn the logical problem of evil as developed by Epicurus and will be able to relate this to the problem of suffering.

Students will recognise Mackie’s modern development of the logical problem with specific reference to the inconsistent triad. Students will be able to relate this to Rowe and Paul’s concepts of intense human and animal suffering and premature deaths. 

Students will learn how the Augustinian type theodicy provides a religious response to the problem of evil, with specific reference to evil as consequence of sin; evil as privation; the fall of humans and creation; the Cross as overcoming evil; soul-deciding.

Students will understand the responses to the Augustinian type theodicy and will learn specifically about: their biblical validity; scientific error; moral contradictions of a benevolent God and the existence of Hell; perfect order becoming chaotic.  

Students will understand the Irenaean type theodicy and will learn about the concept of vale of soul-making: human beings created imperfect; epistemic distance; second-order goods; eschatological justification.

Students will understand the challenges to the Irenaean type theodicy with particular reference to: concept of universal salvation unjust; evil and suffering should not be a tool for a benevolent God; immensity of suffering and unequal distribution of evil and suffering.

Students will learn the evaluative arguments surrounding the extent to which the problem of evil is a problem; the effectiveness of each argument and consider the extent to which it can be seen as persuasive, relevant and effective in defending the existence of the God of classical theism in a world of evil and suffering. 

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics 1,2 and 3 interleaved  

	Students will learn and understand the nature of religious experiences and will know the four types of religious experience; vision, conversion, mysticism, prayer. Students will learn about Teresa of Avila and her mansions. 

Students will learn specifically about James’ four characteristics of mystical experience and will understand the basis for these.

Students will learn and understand Otto’s interpretation of mystical experiences with specific focus on the numinous; mysterium tremendum and human predisposition.

Students will understand the challenges to the objectivity and authenticity of religious experience with reference to David and her three key challenges. Students will know the rejections based on claims of; misunderstanding, delusion, fantastical. 

Students will evaluate the extent to which religious experiences can be trusted and accepted. They will also evaluate the authenticity of individual experiences and consider the extent to which their challenges are valid. 

R2R component – low stakes quizzing of Islam topics and Philosophy topics 1,2, 3 and 4 interleaved  


	What prior knowledge should pupils already know?



	· Christian beliefs on the origins of the universe and mankind
· How the Big Bang and Evolution explain the origins of the universe and mankind
· Knowledge of the God of classical theism as benevolent and omnipotent 

	· Christian beliefs on the origins of the universe and mankind
· How the Big Bang and Evolution explain the origins of the universe and mankind
· Knowledge of the God of classical theism as benevolent and omnipotent 

	· What the problem of evil is
· Examples of moral and natural evil
· What the inconsistent triad states
· Christian responses to the problem of evil (Job, free will, punishment) 
	· The example of Jesus as a miracle maker 
· Christian belief in God as omnipotent and benevolent
· Prayer as a way of communicating with God and the five purposes of prayer in Christianity 

	What skills will pupils learn and apply?
(disciplinary knowledge)




	· Acceptance and understanding of divergent beliefs and perspectives on self, others and the universe
· Ability to describe, analyse and evaluate divergent theological sources and texts
· Ability to use sources of authority to develop and support knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs and teachings
· Adaptability and aptitude in considering divergent viewpoints and reaching a justified conclusion based on reasoned consideration of beliefs and teachings
· Ability to consider own beliefs and opinions, reflect on what has influenced this and compare it to the beliefs and values of others
· Ability to express with increasing discernment own personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth and value. 
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	· Acceptance and understanding of divergent beliefs and perspectives on self, others and the universe
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· Ability to use sources of authority to develop and support knowledge and understanding of religious and philosophical beliefs and teachings
· Adaptability and aptitude in considering divergent viewpoints and reaching a justified conclusion based on reasoned consideration of beliefs and teachings
· Ability to consider own beliefs and opinions, reflect on what has influenced this and compare it to the beliefs and values of others
· Ability to express with increasing discernment own personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth and value. 

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Cosmological, teleological, inductive, a posteriori, anthropic, aesthetic, God of classical theism, Kalam
	Deductive, predicate, a priori, ontological, necessary existence, contingent existence
	Iranaean, Augustinian, theodicy, Epicurus, free will, inconsistent triad, privation, seminal presence, vale of soul-making, epistemic distance, salvation
	Mysterium tremendum, numinous, ineffable, noetic, transient, passive, visions, conversions, mysticism, prayer, transcendent, ecstatic, unitive

	How will pupil understanding be checked &/or assessed?




	Formative Assessment (at least once a fortnight):
· A range of recall tasks most lessons.
· Homework tasks will also require students to complete tasks on prior knowledge.
· Past paper questions will be set for homework based on previous topics covered. (AO1 and AO2)
· End of unit assessments which will be past paper questions (AO1 and AO2) 
 
 
Following the assessments and homework, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities and homework questions.  
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	Resources available



	Lessons for staff on the school intranet. 

A range of shared teaching, assessment and planning resources can be accessed via AS and A Level Religious Studies | Eduqas and https://www.eduqas.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=13801 
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	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to evidence the existence of God.

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a divine creator and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of philosophical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping philosophical thought over the centuries. 
	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to evidence the existence of God.

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a divine creator and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of philosophical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping philosophical thought over the centuries.
	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to justify and maintain the existence of God in light of human suffering.

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a divine creator and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of philosophical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be considering the moral and ethical implications of evil and suffering in the world today and will consider a range of theological and personal responses to the problems caused. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping philosophical thought over the centuries.
	Students will be investigating how individuals and theologians have sought to evidence the existence of God through claims of religious experiences.

Students will learn to engage in meaningful discussion with others surrounding evidence of a divine creator and will develop their debating and reasoning skills. 

Students will be considering how and why different sources of knowledge can be applied to a range of philosophical and theological questions.

Students will be reflecting on their own place and sense of self in the world today. 

Students will be judging the environmental and psychological factors present today which shape and influence individual beliefs and sense of self. 

Students will be reflecting on the role Christianity has played in shaping philosophical thought over the centuries.



5 | Page

image1.png




