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	Subject:
	Religious Studies
	Year
	9
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	Term 1/2
	Term 3&4
	Term 5&6
	

	Big Question
	Can God exist?
	What is the value of life?
	How do we relate to each other?
	

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	To identify and deconstruct the teleological and cosmological arguments for the existence of God. Students will compare principles of these arguments and apply concepts to the problem of evil and suffering. Students will explore how and why belief in the God of classical theism can be challenged and strengthened through suffering. Opportunities to explore non-religious worldviews will be discreetly addressed within lessons. 

	About the value of life in Christianity and apply the concepts of imago dei and original sin to a range of ethical issues.
They will be introduced to Christian ethics including Situation Ethics and will consider how ethical theories support Christians and non-religious people make decisions in life. Opportunities to explore non-religious worldviews will be discreetly addressed within lessons.

	How and why divergent Christians and Muslims understand the nature and purpose of relationships. Students will explore the significance of marriage within both religious and will apply key teachings to a range of ethical issues surrounding homosexuality, contraception, divorce and sex outside marriage. Opportunities to explore non-religious worldviews will be discreetly addressed within lessons. 
	

	What Golden Knowledge will pupils learn and remember?




	Students will know and understand the meanings of theism, atheism and agaosticism. Students will be able to identify which viewpoint they associate with the most and reasons for this.

Students will identify and explore the problem of evil. Students will be able to explain the inconsistent triad and how and why it challenges the nature of God. Students will consider how the problem of evil can cause issues for theists.

Students will explore the extent to which evil and suffering strengthens and weakens belief in God. Students will explore a range of examples and situations to develop this.


Students will know and understand the argument from causation and will be able to evaluate its usefulness in proving the existence of God.

Students will be able to know and understand the teleological argument and will be able to evaluate its usefulness in proving the existence of God.

	Students will know and understand the role and importance of imago dei in Catholic Christianity.

Students will know and understand the concept of original sin and will apply this to human nature today. They will be able to suggest how this influences Christian action.

Students will recognise the nature and role of the conscience as given by God. They will apply features of this to decision making and consider the extent to which the conscience guides humans.

Students will know and understand the role and significance of the Sanctity of Life in how Christians understand the world and humanity. They will analyse biblical sources to identify the nature of the belief and its significance. 

Students will know and understand the role and usefulness of Situation Ethics as a Christian ethic. They will analyse its usefulness as a way of guiding people in making moral decisions. 

Students will apply the above Christian beliefs and teachings to a range of ethical issues. They will be introduced to the nature and debates surrounding abortion; fertility treatment; organ donation; euthanasia; animal rights and animal testing. Students will know and understand the nature of each issue and will be able to evaluate surrounding arguments from religious and non-religious viewpoints.
	Students will know and understand the nature and purpose of marriage in Christianity and Islam. Students will explore the symbolism in Christian weddings and will understand the significance of the Mahr, Nikkah and Walimah in Islam.

Students will know the nature of contraception and how it is understood in Christianity and Islam. Students will explore the divergence within both religions and apply teachings to the use of contraception.

Students will know and understand the divergent Christian and Muslim responses to homosexual relationships. Students will apply teachings to these relationships and evaluate the applicability of religious teachings to these relationships.

Students will know and understand the nature of sex outside marriage. Students will recognise the difference between pre-marital sex and adultery and apply Christian and Islamic teachings to these issues to make reasoned judgements.

Students will know and understand the religious attitudes towards divorce and will be able to apply teachings to demonstrate divergent viewpoints. 

Students will recognise how and why the Christian and Muslim beliefs surrounding the role of marriage and sex are demonstrated through their finding of a marital partner.
	  


	What prior knowledge should pupils already know?



	Students should already know from previous lessons:

Genesis 1 & 2
Sanctity of Life and Imago Dei
Nature of God as omnipotent and benevolent
Problem of evil 

	Students should already know from KS3:

Christian belief in Jesus as a role model
Christian belief in God as the creator of the universe and physical world
Christian belief in humans as made by God
	Students should already know from KS3 and from previous lessons:

Christian belief in Jesus as a role model
Sanctity of Life
Imago Dei
Nature of God as omnipotent and benevolent 
Key Biblical sources of authority including “I knew you before I formed you”
Nature of the 5 pillars of Islam
	

	What skills will pupils learn and apply?
(disciplinary knowledge)




	Values and commitments
Beliefs, teachings and sources
Practices and ways of life
Expressing meaning and purpose
Recognising identity, diversity and belonging
Evaluating meaning, purpose and truth
Skills
· Interpreting meaning
· Applying key beliefs and teachings
· Forming and developing reasoned judgements
· Analysis
· Evaluation
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	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Atheist,	Theist, Agnostic,	Problem of Evil, Suffering, Moral Evil, Natural Evil, Omnibenevolent,	Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Teleological Argument, Cosmological Argument, Test of Faith, Story of Job, Faith
	Imago Dei, Conscience, Original Sin, Sanctity of life, value of life, quality of life, situation ethics, Joseph Fletcher, abortion, euthanasia, hospices, intrinsic value, sacred, commodity, stewardship, organ donation, dignity, genetic engineering, genome, fertility, IVF, surrogacy, adoption

	Natural/artificial contraception, Divine plan, procreation, homosexuality, Sharia’ah Law, sacrament, Mahr, Nikah, Waliymah, forced marriage, arranged marriage, adultery, premarital sex, promiscuous, immoral, talaq

	

	How will pupil understanding be checked &/or assessed?




	A range of recall tasks most lessons.

Students complete a formal assessment in lesson 6 of this sequence of learning. In this formal assessment, teachers check students’ knowledge and understanding in all components studied to date in the curriculum plan.

Teachers assess students’ knowledge and understanding using a combination of the following:
· Multiple choice test on the nature of God, creation of the universe, teleological and cosmological arguments, problem of evil and the sanctity of life
· Extended written response on the validity of the arguments surrounding the existence of God and the problem of evil with links to the sanctity of life and biblical quotes.

Following the assessments, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities.

	A range of recall tasks most lessons.

Students complete a formal assessment at approximately week 7 in this term. In this formal assessment, teachers check students’ knowledge and understanding in all components studied to date in the curriculum plan.

Teachers assess students understanding using a combination of the following:
· Multiple choice questions on the value of life, quotes to support the value of life in Christianity, the sanctity of life, the nature of abortion, examples of pro-life and pro-choice arguments.
· Extended written response on the nature and controversial issues surrounding abortion and how the lives of the mother and unborn foetus are understood by Christians and non-religious people. 

Following the assessments, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities.  


Students complete a second formal assessment at approximately week 15 in this term. In this formal assessment, teachers check students’ knowledge and understanding in all components studied to date in the curriculum plan.

Teachers assess students understanding using a combination of the following:
· Multiple choice questions on the value of life, quotes to support the value of life in Christianity, the sanctity of life, the nature of abortion, examples of pro-life and pro-choice arguments, nature and arguments surrounding organ donation, genetic engineering & fertility treatments, nature and arguments surrounding euthanasia, nature and examples of animal rights and testing.
· Extended written response on the value of life and the extent to which humans should be able to interfere with life. This is a cumulative, synoptic assessment which will require students to apply a range of components studied to the written response.

Following the assessments, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities.  


	A range of recall tasks most lessons.

Students complete a formal assessment in lesson 8 of this sequence of learning. In this formal assessment, teachers check students’ knowledge and understanding in all components studied to date in the curriculum plan.

Teachers assess students’ knowledge and understanding using a combination of the following:
· Multiple choice test (lesson 4 & 8) on the sanctity of life, purpose of relationships, contraception, divergent attitudes towards marriage, same-sex relationships & divorce.
· Extended written response on the purpose of life as procreation. This will include divergent religious and non-religious attitudes towards marriage, relationships and sex with links to the sanctity of life and biblical quotes.

Following the assessments, teachers will provide students with feedback and allocate lesson time for improvements.  Teachers will then prioritise and misunderstandings in following recall activities.


	

	Resources available



	All resources are saved in the shared folder.

	All resources are saved in the shared folder. 


	All resources are saved in the shared folder.

	


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	Students will know and learn about key philosophical arguments for the existence of God.

Students will reflect on their own worldview and consider their own reasons and evidence for holding this view. Students will be able to explore how and why divergent philosophical arguments challenge their position and worldview.

They will learn how to interpret and analyse philosophical arguments and structure their own logical argument.

Students will learn to challenge others’ arguments using reason, logic and evidence. 

Students will recognise how and why suffering leads some people to turn to faith for comfort and support; whilst others reject faith and find comfort in alternative ways. 

Appreciation and recognition of the divergent ways life experiences influence and shape peoples’ beliefs in God and religion.

Students will evaluate the role and significance of belief in God in the modern world.
	Knowledge and understanding of how the value of life is understood by divergent groups of people. This topic provides the opportunity to address misconceptions and a lack of understanding surrounding religious responses to ethical issues and the concept of humanity within Christianity.  

Ability to make reasoned judgements based on religious beliefs and teachings.

Knowledge and understanding of ethical and moral issues raised when considering human life.

Confidence in presenting new arguments and ideas on challenging and contentious matters.

Ability to make wider connections between ethical decisions and recognition that there remains divergence within societies.

Students will learn to empathise and find validity in arguments and viewpoints which differ from their own. This will be further embedded through the application and practise of evaluative responses.


	Students will learn to identify the role and significance of marriage in society and within Christianity and Islam. 

Students will develop responses to a range of religious and secular attitudes surrounding relationships.

Knowledge and understanding of how and why love and commitment are sacred to some, and not sacred to others.

Appreciation and recognition of the legal and cultural parameters surrounding forced and arranged marriage. Students will also learn that it is their responsibility to work collectively to recognise the signs of forced marriage and act appropriately.

Knowledge and understanding of how and why divergent religious groups respond to homosexuality in order to better understand current differences in social rhetoric.

Recognition of how and why contraception and family planning are controversial within religious communities and how these attitudes shape family structures and communities.

Understanding that divorce and re-marriage are viewed differently across religious and secular communities. Appreciation of the law and its position on divorce in the UK and how this influences the lives of religious and non-religious individuals.
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