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Shelley College, A SHARE Academy
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-25

	Date this summary was published
	September 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Katherine Griffiths 
Victoria Caine

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Gareth Collins

	Name of local music hub 
	Musica Kirklees / West Yorkshire Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	n/a



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our curriculum is designed to be broad and ambitious, aligning with the principles of the Model Music Curriculum to develop students’ musical skills, creativity, and appreciation. Through this structured timetable, we ensure that music remains an integral part of the school experience, with clear progression pathways for students at all levels.
Shelley College students receive high-quality music education throughout Key Stages 3–5. The music curriculum for each year group can be found here: Shelley College, A SHARE Academy - Music

Timetabled Music Lessons
Key Stage 3 (Year 9): Music is taught 2 hours per fortnight, covering the National Curriculum and beyond.
Key Stage 4 (GCSE Music): Students receive 5 hours per fortnight, following Edexcel GCSE Music specification. There are two classes per year consistently enrolling in the course, which approximately 30 students per year group. We have a strong track record of student success, demonstrated by positive Progress 8 scores across all cohorts in the last three years;
· 2022: +1.48
· 2023: +0.80
· 2024: +1.0
Key Stage 5 (BTEC Level 3 Music Performance): Students receive 9 hours per fortnight, covering performance development, industry knowledge, and advanced musical study. This provides students with a high-quality vocational pathway to continue their musical studies post-16. We celebrate a 100% A–C achievement rate, reflecting strong student outcomes. Many of our students progress to study Music at degree level, while others have successfully enrolled in Mathematics, Social Work, Psychology, and other disciplines at university.
In addition to our in-school qualifications, we actively support students who wish to pursue external music qualifications by providing:
· Guidance on alternative qualifications where necessary.
· Access to specialist instrumental/vocal tuition through Musica Kirklees.
· Opportunities for students to develop performance portfolios through concerts, showcases, and competitions.
Shelley College has a strong focus on inclusion, ensuring that all students have access to high-quality musical opportunities. We actively promote and embed inclusive music-making across our curriculum and co-curricular programs.
Inclusion in Music
· Music is accessible to all students, including those with SEND, through differentiated teaching strategies and a broad, flexible curriculum.
· Fully funded instrumental lessons for Pupil Premium (PP) and Looked-After Children (LAC) to ensure financial barriers do not prevent participation.
· Additional support provided to help PP and LAC students attend and engage with instrumental lessons.
· 50% discount on music trips for PP students, with priority booking to ensure equal access to enrichment opportunities.
· Choir led by Stephen Bradnum (Musica Kirklees Vocal teacher) is funded by the school as a wellbeing resource, ensuring all students have access to communal singing and the benefits of music for mental health.
· Scholars Club for Years 9–11 is a personal development award scheme, encouraging all students to engage in all aspects of school life. Music is a key part of this program, promoting participation across all the whole school. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	
Shelley College is committed to ensuring all students have access to musical opportunities and the support they need to progress in their musical education. We actively work to remove barriers to participation and provide clear pathways for student development. We provide several opportunities to perform and listen to live music outside of lesson time.
Ensembles 
Our students have access to a variety of ensembles that cater to different musical interests and skill levels:
Soul Band

Choir, run by Stephen Bradnum (Musica Kirklees vocal teacher), fully funded by the school as a wellbeing resource.

Jam Club, offering open access for ‘pop musicians’ to form their own bands.

Concert Band (for the Christmas Showcase)

Rehearsal opportunities
We promote group work, individual practice and facilitate coaching from 6th form students and there are several opportunities for students to engage with this during and after the school day:
Practice rooms are available for students to book at lunchtime or after school.

Performance intervention – teacher-led support for students every Monday after school in order to further support students’ progress in performance.

Supporting Instrumental and Vocal Tuition
We work closely with Musica Kirklees, and specifically Musica Shelley who are based at Shelley College, and other peripatetic staff in the area to ensure high-quality instrumental and vocal tuition is available to all students.
Over 100 students currently accessing Musica Kirklees instrumental and vocal lessons within school.

To support equitable access, the school fully funds instrumental lessons for Pupil Premium (PP) and Looked After Children (LAC) students, ensuring financial barriers do not prevent engagement in music.

We engage with local first schools, offering instrumental demonstrations to inspire young learners and introduce them to different musical opportunities.

Several of our students attend Musica Shelley on a Saturday morning, where they are involved in numerous additional ensembles and performance opportunities.

Additional support provided to help PP and LAC students attend and engage with instrumental lessons.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	
Performance Opportunities
Our students have several opportunities to perform and listen to live music throughout the academic year: 
A live musical performance opens every assembly for Years 9–13, embedding performance culture into school life. A range of students perform from each year group throughout the year and as a result, every student watches a live performance each week.

Annual events and showcases, including:
· Christmas Showcase (featuring an additional Concert Band)
Approximately 80 musicians performing in two concerts. One family concert and one in front of the whole school.
· Spring Concert
Approximately 30 musicians performing.
· Summer Concert
Approximately 30 musicians performing.
· Year 13 Recital Nights
All year 13 students performing.
· Performances at Awards Evenings

Competitions
Each academic year, we provide students with opportunities to compete, should they wish to. This academic year, students are involved in;
Soul Band and Choir compete at the Regional Festival for Music for Youth.

Year 9 Band auditioning for Kirklees College Battle of the Bands.

Year 9 Band composing for the Institut Français French Pop Song competition.

Trips and Workshops
Our students engage with professional music settings through trips and workshops, such as:
· Leeds Playhouse
Attended by students largely in KS3.
· Halle at the Bridgewater Hall
Attended by a range of students; KS3 instrumentalists, GCSE students and BTEC L3 students.
· Leeds Conservatoire
Sixth form students attend workshop days led by Leeds Conservatoire lecturers. These are based around music production and performance.
· Workshops delivered by Leeds Conservatoire
Workshops delivered online to KS4 and KS5 music students.
Pupil premium students receive a 50% discount on trips, with priority booking to ensure equal access to enrichment opportunities.

Student Leadership in Music
· Student leaders plan a World Music Day event/activity for the entire school, promoting cultural awareness and diversity through Music.
· The school celebrates musicians monthly through a Musician of the Month award, recognizing and promoting student achievements in Music.
· Student voice plays a key role in reviewing and shaping co-curricular music opportunities, ensuring that clubs, ensembles, and workshops reflect the interests and needs of students.
· Students visit first schools to promote music and instrumental learning, inspiring younger pupils to engage in musical activities.

Sixth Form Enrichment 
Beyond their formal studies, Sixth Form students engage in a structured enrichment program, which includes:
· Offering 1:1 instrumental tuition for lower school students.
· Classroom assistant roles, supporting lower school students in music lessons.
· Organising and leading assembly performances to enhance the school's live music culture.
· Technical support for concerts and events, gaining hands-on experience in sound engineering and stage management.
· Performance opportunities, including solo and ensemble showcases, concerts, and competitions.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	· Continuing to work closely with middle schools to aid transition into year 9 for the next cohort and engage them in our co-curricular opportunities from the outset.

· Encourage further uptake of instrumental/singing lessons from our pupil premium students (fully funded by school).

· Continue to seek opportunities for our students (particularly KS5) to work with industry professionals. 
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