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A message from the Principal

Choosing your GCSE options can be an exciting time. Selecting the correct combination of subjects
will allow you to spend more time studying the subjects you enjoy and find most interesting, as well
as opening up opportunities of different careers and experiences. Although this process is a great
opportunity to shape the subjects you'll study in Year 10 & 11, | understand it can also be a little
daunting, which is why we will offer you all the help, support and guidance you need over the next
few weeks.

Everybody has to take a core curriculum, which includes English, maths, science, PE and religious
education, which will be taught in your Cornerstone lessons. We also encourage many of you to
take a foreign language, a humanities subject (geography or history) or computer science. We do this
because we know these subjects are often very important entry requirements for colleges or
universities and they help keep your options open for the future. After that, we offer a very wide
range of choices compared to most schools and you should pick subjects you enjoy and will do well
in.

We offer a range of vocational options, with students and parents finding these subjects attractive
as they can offer something different from the more traditional GCSE route. Overall, there should

be something on offer for everybody, whatever your future plans.

The first step in making your decision is to read this booklet carefully. Think about which subjects
will support your choice of further education &/or career. You should also think honestly about your
own strengths and which style of studying and assessment suits you best. Please ensure that you
choose a good balance of subjects and try not to specialise too early, unless you are absolutely
certain about what you will do in the future. The truth is that the vast majority of students will
change their minds many times before choosing their career, so please prepare for this when
choosing your combination of GSCE options.

Please make sure that you find the time to talk to our pastoral staff, careers advisor and

teachers. Ask them plenty of questions about the content of the course, how it is assessed and what
it may lead to in the future. If you would like any specific careers advice please speak with your
tutor or Student Manager to arrange a meeting. Many students make incorrect assumptions about
the qualifications needed to move onto a particular course and it is important to know what you
may need to study to achieve your long-term goals.

We have an outstanding sixth form at Shelley College and it would be worthwhile thinking about the
courses you may want to take when you reach Year 12 and ensure your GCSE options will support
this. Your teachers would be happy to discuss this with you.

It is essential you talk to your parents about what you want to do. They will help and support you,
helping you to ask the right questions and will naturally want the very best for you.

Please take advantage of our Pathways Evening on Thursday 30" January when you will get an
opportunity to speak with students and teachers from each subject area. Careers advice and
presentations from senior staff will also be available. The deadline for the return of options forms is
Monday 24" February 2025

Good luck with your choices and | look forward to speaking with you at the Pathways Evening.



Summary of subjects
Core subjects taken by all students

English

English, in all schools, is a compulsory subject and this is for a very important reason; the skills learnt
in English Language ensure that you can access every other subject, as all curriculum areas have
some element of reading and writing. Similarly, after leaving school, these skills will allow you to
communicate confidently with employers and colleagues, and write with accuracy in many forms,
including application forms, reports, and letters. Furthermore, English also encourages creativity and
provides you with an opportunity for self-expression, both desirable skills as you move onto the next
stage of your life. English Literature also benefits your future. The texts covered at Shelley College
explore time periods and cultures different to our own, encouraging tolerance, understanding and
acceptance. The cultural and social context behind why a story, play or poem has been written can
be fascinating and illuminating. English is a facilitating subject, allowing you to be ready for the next
steps you choose to take.

Mathematics

Mathematics is a fundamental part of the school curriculum and an integral part of a broad and
balanced education. It has very strong links to biology, chemistry, physics, geography, business
studies, design technology, physical education and sociology to name just a few. A good
understanding of maths enables student to access their other subjects with confidence and succeed
at the best level.

After leaving school it is imperative that students are equipped with a good level of numeracy to be
able to function effectively in the world. Jobs in the 21 century require us to be able to work with
numbers confidently, be able to process and assimilate information quickly and think and work in a
logical step by step manner. If nothing else, a good head with money is important to be able to
budget effectively and find the best deals on loans, mortgages, shopping, etc.

Science

Science is a fundamental part of the core curriculum and provides students with an opportunity to
learn about the theories and concepts that explain the workings of our natural world and the
universe itself. Science lessons teach students how to solve problems and how to put theory into
practise. A good set of GCSEs in science will allow students to move into careers in medicine,
engineering, architecture, academia and the sciences themselves.

Core PE

In year 10 students are allocated two periods of PE per fortnight. In year 11 students are allocated
three periods of PE per fortnight. Each activity block is 8 periods allowing students to become expert
in their knowledge, understanding and performance.

In core PE students engage in a wide range of physical and sporting activities such as volleyball, OAA,
rugby and badminton. Students are taught the basic knowledge, skills, techniques and tactics with a
strong emphasis on being physically active for prolonged periods of time and developing a passion
for lifelong participation and learning.



GCSE Pathways

The remaining part of Key Stage 4 lesson time is made up of other subjects. Subject choice at Shelley
College is based on guided pathways:

Pathway — Triple Science
Triple science — This is where a small number of students have been selected, based on assessment

data, to follow the triple science course. Students will then choose:

e  French or Spanish

e  Geography or History;

e Students will then choose 3 subjects in preferential order and we will endeavour to allocate
1 of these as their final GCSE option.

Pathway - EBacc
Students that follow an EBacc pathway study:

e  French or Spanish

e  Geography or History;

e Students will then choose 6 subjects in preferential order across 2 blocks and we will
endeavour to allocate 2 of these as their final 2 GCSE options. (These may include an
additional humanities and MFL option).

Pathway - Open
In the open pathway students will choose subjects from a across 4 blocks of available subjects (at

least one of these should be a vocational subject), placing them in preferential order and we will
then allocate subjects accordingly.

Pathway — Open Support
Some students will have a curriculum shaped to their individual needs. This may involve work

experience, a college placement, GCSEs, vocational subjects and additional support through working
in our student support centre. ‘Open Support’ students will discuss their options with their student
manager in the first instance, who will involve parents in the discussions to decide on the best
portfolio of qualifications and experiences for their child.

Advice
Support during this process is available from the year 9 Student Manager Mrs Gaynor who will be

attending the pathways evening on 30™ January.



The English Baccalaureate

In the White Paper, The Importance of Teaching, published on 24 November 2010, the Secretary of
State announced the introduction of the English Baccalaureate (EBacc).

1. The Government believes that schools should offer pupils a broad range of academic subjects to
age 16, and the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) promotes that aspiration.

2. The EBacc is not a qualification in itself. It will recognise students’ achievements across a core of
selected academic subjects in getting good passes in rigorous GCSEs. The English Baccalaureate
will cover achievement in English, mathematics, sciences, a language and a humanities subject. A
student who achieves the English Baccalaureate will, therefore, gain GCSEs at grades C and
above in:

e  English or English Language and Literature (Double Award)

e  Mathematics

e Two sciences (here computer science can count as one science)
e A humanities subject; history or geography

e A modern foreign language (French or Spanish).

3. The Government’s policy is that a very high proportion of students should study the EBacc
subjects.

Science Pathways

AQA GCSE physics, chemistry and biology — three GCSEs in science

This course of study is appropriate for a small number of high achieving students who perform well
in examinations. The course is demanding and rigorous and suitable preparation for further study in
A-Level science. Students will study biology, chemistry and physics and be taught and examined
separately in each. As with all new GCSE qualifications, assessment will be terminal (i.e. at the end of
year 11) and will include:

AQA Biology GCSE — examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 45mins
AQA Chemistry GCSE - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 45mins
AQA Physics GCSE - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 45mins

Each GCSE will be graded on a 1-9 scale and students following this route will be expected to sit
higher tier papers (giving them access to a grade range of 4-9).

AQA GCSE Trilogy — two GCSEs in Science

The course is suitable preparation for further study in pure A-Level science both at Shelley College
and other sixth form institutions. Students will study biology, chemistry and physics and be taught
and examined separately in these. The course title is AQA Combined Science (Trilogy). As with all

new GCSE qualifications, assessment will be terminal (i.e. at the end of year 11) and will include:

Biology— examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 15mins



Chemistry - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 15mins
Physics - examined in year 11 through two papers each of 1hr 15mins.

These individual paper scores will each contribute 16.7% to the final assessment grading. The
qualification will be graded on a 17-point scale: 1-1 to 9-9. For foundation students the grade range
will be 1-1 to 5-5 whereas for higher tier it will be 4-4 to 9-9

Modern Foreign Language at GCSE

We believe it is essential that the majority of students as citizens of the 21* century should leave
Shelley College able to speak a modern foreign language. Due to the rapid increase of globalisation,
the world is becoming more efficiently interconnected and students have ever-increasing
opportunities to travel and work abroad. Their employment prospects and opportunities will
undoubtedly be enhanced if they can speak French or Spanish.

Moreover, certain higher education courses in arts, sciences and medicine often require at least a
GCSE in MFL. Some examples of this are:

e Warwick University: GCSE MFL is highly regarded in many subject areas;

Cambridge University: MFL is considered to be highly desirable;

Oxford University: MFL is considered to be highly desirable;

UCL London: GCSE MFL is required for all courses;

For a degree in English, most universities often look for applicants who have a GCSE in a
modern foreign language.
Finally, we believe that learning a modern foreign language can enhance tolerance and understanding

of other cultures and people and foster the development of an integrated, harmonious world.

Students may only opt for a language at GCSE which they have studied in Year 9.



Shelley College option subjects

P Subject Certification
Art GCSE
Dance GCSE
Drama GCSE
Creative &
Performing Arts Music GCSE
Media Studies GCSE
Photography GCSE
Geography GCSE
Humanities History GCSE
Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics GCSE
Computing GCSE
Computing & IT
IT BTEC Technical
French GCSE
Modern Languages
Spanish GCSE
PE GCSE
Physical Education
Cambridge Nationals in Sports Studies OCR National
Business Studies Business Studies GCSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
Design & Technology (students will need to
Design & Technology specialise in Textile, Timber base materials or GCSE
Graphics)
Cambridge Nationals in Engineering OCR National
Consider the following points when choosing your subjects:
e listen to advice and guidance from subject teachers and your tutor. Also discuss with your parents

or carers;

e think carefully about career possibilities. Talk to your teachers and careers staff about the subjects
you may need to allow you to go on to further study in the sixth form and/or higher education;

o  keep your options open by choosing a broad range of choices;

e choose subjects which you enjoy and which are important to you and which suit your style of

learning;

e  aimto choose a balanced programme of subjects from different areas.
Think carefully about your preferences, we will try our best with these but cannot guarantee to meet

all requests.




Option courses contents

Courses
Creative and Performing Arts Courses Page
Art and Design 8
Dance 10
Drama 12
Music 13
Media Studies 15
Photography 17
Physical Education
Physical Education 19
Cambridge National in Sports Studies 21
Technology Subjects
Food Preparation and Nutrition 23
Design & Technology 25
Cambridge National in Engineering 27
Humanities Subjects
Geography 29
History 31
Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics 33
Modern Foreign Languages
French 35
Spanish 35
Business Studies & Computing Subjects
Computer Science 37
BTEC Technical Award in Digital Information Technology 38
Business Studies 39
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