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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template: Shelley College

	Subject:
	English Language
	Year:
	9
	Ability: All 
	



	Topic
	Fictional Genre Reading/ Writing
	Romeo and Juliet
	19th Century Literature – Oliver Twist
	Modern Novel
	Poetry Cluster
	Roll forward – 
An Inspector Calls

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	How to use language creatively and imaginatively to construct an extended narrative within a literary genre with a structured plot and a deliberate and effective atmosphere, expressing their creative impressions and ideas in narrative form. 

Students will be encouraged to build off their impressions of literary texts studied in their  lesson, as well as those literary texts they read and consume independently and for pleasure. 
	To make a personal response to a text and support this with relevant evidence

To analyse the effects of writers’ methods within a play, including ideas about characterisation and themes

To link the text to its social and historical contexts, exploring the ways in which these can affect writers and interpretations of the text

To consider how particular themes (power and conflict) are presented both within extracts and across the course of the text

To understand how the conventions of a play affect the writer’s choices 



	Students will practise their reading and comprehension skills of increasingly challenging texts to prepare them for GCSE level reading.

This unit is designed to introduce students to key themes and ideas in literature that will be important in their GCSE texts. It introduces them to the complexity of 19th century literature and its conventions. It also develops their understanding of literary devices and themes in more detail that will be important in GCSE (such as analysing the structure and endings of texts). 

Students will gain vital experience with writing longer responses about fiction texts – and becoming evaluative with selecting evidence and supporting interpretations of texts which is a necessary GCSE Language skill.
	To make a personal response to a text and support this with relevant evidence

To analyse the effects of writers’ methods within the context of a novella, including ideas about characterisation and themes

To identify the use of allegory and symbolism as a tool for writers to communicate their views

To recognise propaganda and analyse its effects

To link the text to its social and historical contexts, exploring the ways in which these can affect writers and interpretations of the text
	To make a personal response to a text and support this with relevant evidence

To analyse the effects of poetic devices

To link the text to its social and historical contexts, exploring the ways in which these can affect writers and interpretations of the text

To consider how particular themes (the world and lives) are presented within a range of poems

To make comparisons between poems, based around key themes linked to the world and lives

	To make a personal response to a text and support this with relevant evidence

To analyse the effects of writers’ methods within a play, including ideas about characterisation and themes

To link the text to its social and historical contexts, exploring the ways in which these can affect writers and interpretations of the text

Knowledge of 1912 and 1940s Britain and how the political landscape links to the views expressed within the play

To consider how particular themes (power, political divisions, generational divisions, gender, responsibility) are presented across the course of the text

To understand how the conventions of a play affect the writer’s choices 



	Components



	Students will begin to use a five-part story structure in order to create a cohesive and fluid narrative.

Students will begin to use descriptive language in order to create effective settings and atmospheres.

Students will begin to use language techniques and structural devices to deliberately create conflict in order to engage a reader.

Students will use a variety of sentence types, sentence structures and paragraphing to support cohesion, in order to engage and sustain the reader’s interest and to construct a satisfying resolution.

Students will attempt to use accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar in order to write with clarity and precision. They will use a dictionary and thesaurus to support this in order to widen the vocabulary at their disposal. 

	Students will build on their existing knowledge of fiction texts (character, setting, symbols, motif, theme and apply within the play, with a particular focus on gender divides, character, development.

Students will explore social and historical contexts of Romeo and Juliet, including: Gender, Fate, Destiny, Elizabethan Era, Italy vs England, Masculinity, Honour, Marriage, etc.

Students will explore ideas of ‘Courtly love’ and how this developed between the Medieval and Elizabethan periods, and how Shakespeare critiques this in his tragedy

Students will explore ideas of traditional masculinity and male honour, present within the play, and its contexts, in comparison to modern understandings

Students will show knowledge and understanding of the play as a literary form, considering the impact of conventions such as stage directions, soliloquies, dramatic irony.

Students will show increasing ability to analyse the effects of writers’ language and structural choices, linking these to an overall idea about a character or theme.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of characterisation across a text, and how this is used to present ideas.

Students will continue to use the What How Why structure to build detailed and developed responses to literary texts.

Students will show some knowledge and understanding of debate and how to use rhetoric for effect.
	
	Students will build on their existing knowledge of literature (character, setting, symbols, motif, themes)
and apply to a modern novel.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of the themes of the modern novel and how it relates to the context it was written.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of a range of linguistic and structural features, and will be able to comment upon their effect within the novella.

Students will continue to use the What How Why structure to build detailed and developed responses to literary texts.


	Students will show knowledge and understanding of a range of poems form different voices, genders and culture.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of the ways in which ideas about identity are expressed within these poems, including analysing writers’ language and structural choices.

In particular, students will begin to show knowledge and understanding of poetic techniques, such as perspectives, rhyme schemes, rhythm, stanza structure and imagery, and the effects of these within different poems.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the particular contexts of these poems influence their content and interpretations

Students will show knowledge and understanding of similarities and differences between the ideas within these poems and the ways in which these ideas are expressed.

Students will begin to show knowledge and understanding of a range of poetic forms, including sonnets and dramatic monologues, and how these affect interpretations of poems.

Students will continue to use the What How Why structure to build detailed and developed responses to literary texts.
	Students will show further understanding of Britain’s political system, linking to the differences in attitudes between 1912 and 1945.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of Priestley’s political views, and be able to link these to characterisations and events within the play.

Students will show further knowledge and understanding of political propaganda, and consider how this term can be applied to the play.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of key language and structural devices, and their intended effect upon the audience, linking to overall ideas about characters and themes.

Students will show increasing understanding of characterisation across a text, and how this links to the writer’s message.

Students will show knowledge and understanding of the ways in which settings can be used to achieve effects on an audience.

Students will continue to use the What How Why structure to build detailed and developed responses to literary texts.



	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	How to construct a narrative (Narrative Writing Y7 and Y8).

How to use language to write descriptively (Narrative and Descriptive Writing Y7 and Y8).

How to use punctuation and grammar for clarity and coherence (Letter Writing Y7, Non-fiction writing Y8, SPAG lessons for KS2 SATs).

	Pupils have had previous experience of Shakespeare from previous school

Pupils have begun to use the What How Why structure (during transition)

Pupils are building on knowledge of language techniques from the previous unit to apply to Shakespeare.
	
	Students will have read and analysed texts during their middle school studies, including gaining the ability to summarise and synthesise information, support comments with textual evidence, begin to examine the deeper meaning of language and structural features, begin to explain effect on the reader and have some understanding of the relevance of context.

Students will have some understanding of language and structural analysis. They will have read a range of fictional texts and analysed how language and structural methods have been used to create ideas about characters, themes and settings.

Students will have an understanding of some of the themes explored in this novella, from the texts studied.











	Students will have existing knowledge of language and structural analysis, from their writing, Shakespeare and 19th century novel schemes. Character, setting, symbols, motif, themes.

Students will have existing knowledge of writers’ methods from all of their reading units across Year 9.

Students will have existing understanding of the themes of poems through the fiction texts studied.


	Students will have studied a play (Romeo and Juliet) and so will have existing knowledge of the conventions of this literary form.

Students will have studied the theme of poverty and responsibility in 19th century novel.

Students should be able to identify and comment on the effect of techniques used by a writer.  Character, setting, symbols, motif, themes.


	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Students will develop the skill of constructing a coherent piece of writing with technical accuracy which can be used to support learning in transactional writing in HT3 and 4, and creative prose writing in the GCSE syllabus starting in Year 10. 

It further develops students’ skills in organising information and ideas by developing confidence in their use of structural and grammatical structures to support cohesion and coherence which can be used to support learning in Literature analysis writing as well as imaginative writing.

Students will also develop the skill of exploring a range of fictional genres which can be used to support their understanding of Literature GCSE.


	R1: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R2: Deduce, infer and interpret information, events or ideas from texts. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R3: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level. This will apply to GCSE Language Paper 1, but also to all of the future Literature texts, in order to allow students to analyse how an author builds a key idea across a whole text. By studying a play, students are introduced to particular structural features that will link to their GCSE studies of An Inspector Calls and Macbeth.

R4: Explain and comment on writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level. This will apply to all future reading work, and will be explored more deeply during GCSE Literature studies, where the level of analysis needs to be more detailed. 

R5: Identify and comment on writer’s purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader. This will apply to Language Paper 2 Q6, as well as to all future Literature studies, where links need to be made to writers’ purposes in order to access AO3 marks. In particular, this unit will link to studies of Macbeth, since it will focus on Shakespeare and his influences.

R6: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical traditions. This will apply to all Literature texts (with the exception of unseen poetry), and the specific contextual ideas about gender conflict and inequality have links to An Inspector Calls, Macbeth and the Power and Conflict anthology (My Last Duchess). The social and historical context of Shakespeare’s writing will also be relevant for Macbeth.

SL1: Use Standard English to talk confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts to express own ideas and feelings, adapting and varying structure and vocabulary according to purpose, listeners, and content. This will begin to prepare students for their GCSE Spoken Language component.
	
SL2: Listen and respond to others, including in pairs and groups, summarising and building on what has been said through suggestions, comments and questions. This will begin to prepare students for their GCSE Spoken Language component.





	
	R1: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R2: Deduce, infer and interpret information, events or ideas from texts. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R3: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level. This will apply to GCSE Language Paper 1, but also to all of the future Literature texts, in order to allow students to analyse how an author builds a key idea across a whole text.

R4: Explain and comment on writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level. This will apply to all future reading work, and will be explored more deeply during GCSE Literature studies, where the level of analysis needs to be more detailed.

R5: Identify and comment on writer’s purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader. This will apply to Language Paper 2 Q6, as well as to all future Literature studies, where links need to be made to writers’ purposes in order to access AO3 marks.

R6: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical traditions. This will apply to all Literature texts (with the exception of unseen poetry), and the specific contextual ideas about power and inequality have relevance to An Inspector Calls (socialism and the class divide), Macbeth (abuse of power), A Christmas Carol (social/wealth inequality) and Power and Conflict poetry (abuse of power, class divides
	R1: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R2: Deduce, infer and interpret information, events or ideas from texts. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R3: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level. This unit will build on the existing skills, but apply them to poetic techniques, covering poems to be addressed in the English Literature Paper 2 exam. These skills can then be applied to the remaining anthology poems throughout KS4, as well as to unseen poems.

R4: Explain and comment on writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level. This unit will build on the existing skills, but apply them to poetry, covering poems to be addressed in the English Literature Paper 2 exam. These skills can then be applied to the remaining anthology poems throughout KS4, as well as to unseen poems.

R5: Identify and comment on writer’s purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader. This will apply to Language Paper 2 Q6, as well as to all future Literature studies, where links need to be made to writers’ purposes in order to access AO3 marks. In particular, this unit will begin the students’ studies of the Power and Conflict cluster to be examined in Literature P2, introducing them to viewpoints and ideas that will be presented across the cluster throughout KS4.

R6: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical traditions. This will apply to all Literature texts (with the exception of unseen poetry), but these poems may be examined and so students need to be familiar to their particular contexts. Applying these contexts to these three poems will also develop this skill, which will then be applied to the remaining anthology poems throughout KS4.




	R1: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R2: Deduce, infer and interpret information, events or ideas from texts. This will apply to all future reading work, as this is a basic skill that is tested in all components.

R3: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level. This unit will build on students’ existing knowledge of the structure of plays, combining this with the conventions of mystery stories to analyse the ways in which a writer creates tension, as well as the reasons behind this.

R4: Explain and comment on writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level. This unit will build on the existing skills, applying them to a play that will be examined on GCSE Literature Paper 2 and with which students need to be familiar. This will enable students to identify key parts of the play to which they can refer in a variety of exam responses.

R5: Identify and comment on writer’s purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader. This will give students an opportunity to study Priestley’s attitudes and influences, as well as the concept of this play as political propaganda, linking to AO2 and 3 on Lit P2.

R6: Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical traditions. This unit will build on students’ existing political knowledge, focusing on links between the political situation in Britain and the events within the play. This will be necessary to achieve AO3 marks in Lit P2.

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Full stop, comma, capital letter, apostrophe, genre, dystopia, fantasy, mystery, gothic, realism, setting, mood, atmosphere, sensory language, story mountain, 5-part structure, climax, resolution, character.
	Character
Characterisation
Conflict
Dramatic irony
Elizabethan
Fate
Foreshadowing
Gender
Honour
Inequality
Masculinity
Melodrama
Monologue
Patriarchy
Play
Power
Soliloquy
Sonnet
Stage directions
Subversion
Tragedy
Violence


	
	Allegory
Context
Corruption
Exploitation
Foreshadow
Inequality
Manipulation
Moral 
Power
Effervescent
Enigmatic
Magnanimous
Vehemently
Admonish
Incessant
Nonchalant
Ominous
Patronising
Overwhelming 

	Allusion
Characterisation
Corruption
Exploitation
Foreshadow
Freedom
Gender
Honour
Inequality
Irony
Manipulation
Misogyny
Morality
Motif
Patriarchy
Patriotism
Moral
Retribution
Conscience
Perspective

	Bourgeoisie
Capitalism
Characterisation
Chronology
Class
Context
Corruption
Downstage
Dramatic irony
Edwardian
Exploitation
Foreshadow
Generation
Greed
Hierarchy
Irony
Manipulation
Microcosm
Misogyny 
Morality
Patriarchy
Power
Prejudice
Propaganda
Responsibility
Rhetoric
Satire
Setting
Social Hierarchy
Socialism
Stage direction
Stereotype
Theme
Upstage

	Assessment activities



	Create a narrative short story aiming at 450-600 using the genres covered as stimulus. 45 minutes. Teacher-assessed. 
	Students will complete a literature style assessment (analysing an extract and linking to the wider play). 45 minutes. Teacher assessed.
	
	Students will complete a literature style assessment (analysing an extract and linking to the wider novel). 45 minutes. Teacher assessed.
	Students will complete a literature style assessment (analysing an extract and linking to another poem). 45 minutes. Teacher assessed.
	Students will complete a GCSE literature style assessment. 45 minutes. Teacher assessed.

	Resources available



	Shared are lesson resources: See English Team folder

https://sharemulti.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/SHCEnglish/Shared%20Documents/English/SOWs%202024-2025/Year%209/1.%20Fiction%20Reading%20and%20Writing?csf=1&web=1&e=KNg4iM 


	
	
	
	
	

	Notes




Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important as it enables students to practise writing creatively and encourages imaginative responses. It is important that students learn it now because students will have to study a more structured approach to creative writing at GCSE.

Additionally, this topic is important as it allows students to explore their own creative writing by practising using language, form and structure to create different meanings and effects in order to engage a reader which aids their study of other writers’ methods in the literature units.
	This unit introduces students to a Shakespearian text, giving them an opportunity to apply their existing analytical skills to a more challenging piece of writing. This will strengthen their Literature skills in preparation for the GCSE course, and introduce them to some of the vocabulary they will encounter in Macbeth.

This unit will build on students’ existing knowledge of Shakespearian contexts, allowing them to consider how the social and historical background has influenced ideas presented within the play. Again, this will be relevant when studying Macbeth, as many of the same beliefs and ideas applied when that play was written.

In particular, this unit will focus on the presentation of power and conflict, based around gender. This will enable students to consider gender inequality as a theme, linking to their GCSE studies of An Inspector Calls, Macbeth and some of the Power and Conflict poetry.

This unit will give students the opportunity to analyse the play as a literary form, linking to the conventions that they will go on to analyse in their GCSE texts, An Inspector Calls and Macbeth.
	
	This unit introduces students to a culturally significant work of literature, giving them an insight into how historical and social events can influence the writing of a text. 


This unit provides students with the opportunity to apply their existing knowledge of language and structural analysis to a longer text, in the form of a novel. This will allow them to develop their analysis, both of language and of structure, looking both at specific language methods used by the author but also the development of ideas across a text in order to form a cohesive argument about the text as a conscious construct, preparing them for studying A Christmas Carol and Macbeth at GCSE.



	
This unit will teach students to identify and analyse key aspects of these poems, including significant language and structural features, enabling them to access the Y10 work for the GCSE exam.

This unit will also teach students strategies for tackling unseen poems, since this is their first encounter with the anthology cluster. This will then link to their studies of unseen poetry in Years 10 and 11.

This unit will build on existing thematic knowledge of different types of power and conflict, which have been explored throughout Year 9.
	This topic is important as it focuses on a GCSE set text and will be on the GCSE Literature Paper 2 examination. 

This unit will teach students key plot and character knowledge, which they will need in order to achieve AO1 marks in their exam.

This unit will teach students to analyse key language and structural choices, and their intended effect upon the audience, which forms AO2 of the Literature exam.

This unit will teach students key contextual knowledge about Edwardian and post-war Britain, which they will need to include in order to access AO3 marks. Some of the ideas (class divide, gender inequality) also link to other GCSE texts, including Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and various Power and Conflict poems.
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