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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	9
	Ability 
	All/Mixed Ability



	Term / Date(s)
	Half-term 1 
	Half-term 2 
	Half-term 3 
	Half-term 4
	Half-term 5

	Topic
	Four Chord Song
	Riffs and Hooks
	Ground Bass
	Film Music
	In at the Deep End

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	To develop instrumental skills and working as an ensemble.
Students will develop their understanding of chords on the ukulele, keyboard and guitar, as well as singing. Students will perform ‘I’m Yours’ by Jason Mraz as part of an ensemble.

	To develop sequencing skills using Mixcraft. Students will learn stylistic features of electronic dance music and compose a ‘mini composition’ in this style.


	To learn what a ground bass is. Students will explore two examples of Ground Bass composed in different musical eras. Students will perform a ground bass piece as part of an ensemble using standard notation. 

	To develop an understanding of the use of leitmotifs and analyse how music can be used to dramatise the action on screen. Students will compose an extract of music to a set brief.
	To develop instrumental skills and working as an ensemble. Students will apply their understanding of notation and instrumental skills to perform a cover of their own-choice song. 



	Components



	Students develop their knowledge and understanding of chords and chord sequences so that they can perform four chord pop songs on an instrument. 

Students develop instrumental skills on keyboard, ukulele and acoustic guitar to give students the opportunity and access to a classroom instrument.

Students develop an understanding of basic lead sheet notation and chord diagrams so that they can then apply this knowledge to other pieces of music of their choice.

Students sing some LD (less difficult) and S (standard) level songs as a class to build confidence. Students can then perform as a singer in their ensemble as an alternative to performing on an instrument. 

Students take an active role in the rehearsal and performance of ‘I’m Yours’ by Jason Mraz. Students work collaboratively, often multiple students per instrument in order to develop confidence in performing. 

	Students become familiar with Mixcraft and develop their sequencing skills to expose them to industry-standard software and recording techniques. It acts as their vehicle for composition throughout school. 

Students follow teacher-led, step-by-step demonstration to produce their composition to develop their understanding of the process of composition.

Students learn the stylistic features of electronic dance music so that they can identify them and compose using them. EDM is an accessible and engaging style to compose in.

Students develop their knowledge of texture to understand how the different layers of music fit together. A variety of textures increases the sophistication of a composition.


	Students develop their keyboard skills so that all students have access to a classroom instrument.

Students learn to recognise and interpret signs and symbols used in standard notation. Students develop the skill of reading standard notation which can be applied to a range of different contexts. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music.

Students learn to recognise different instruments in the Western Classical tradition through listening. This broadens their understanding of a range of musical instruments; what they sound like and their historical context.

Students explore historical periods such as the Baroque era by learning Pachelbel’s Canon. Students learn this so that they can begin to understand how music has changed over time and have a better understanding of placing unfamiliar music in its historical context.

Students take an active role in the rehearsal and performance of ‘Timelapse’ by Michael Nyman. Students perform independent parts as part of an ensemble.

	Students learn to recognise and interpret signs and symbols used in standard notation. In doing so, they can develop their confidence in reading and understanding how to play other pieces of music.

Students perform examples of leitmotifs to understand and internalise musical features such as repetition, triplets, interval of a perfect 5th etc.

Students learn to analyse examples of leitmotifs to understand why composers have chosen to use certain musical features to portray a character or mood.

Students explore the music of different film composers to understand how different moods can be portrayed through music. 

Students compose an extract of music for a ‘chase scene’ as a set brief. This allows them to apply their existing knowledge of compositional devices with more creative freedom.

	Students continue to build on their instrumental/vocal skills using either keyboard, ukulele, bass, guitar, drums or voice. This gives all students the opportunity and access to a classroom instrument.

Students learn how to rehearse effectively when working as part of an ensemble. Developing their rehearsal skills teaches students how to problem-solve in music, develop resilience and independence.

Students work collaboratively with their peers to select an appropriate song, rehearse, and prepare a performance of their choice. This gives them more independence and creative freedom than previous units.

Students further develop their understanding of musical elements so that they can be used effectively in their cover version e.g. varying texture, changing the structure etc. to add more sophistication and expression to their performance.
 
Develop rehearsal skills by reflecting on group and individual progress. This allows students to apply their rehearsal skills to a new piece/song and teaches students to be more independent and self-sufficient. 


	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Basic five finger technique on the keyboard.

Basic rehearsal skills when working as an ensemble; counting in, working together as a group.

Some basic ukulele work at SMS (C, Am, F) less so at KMS. Some students will have learnt basic ukulele skills through whole class ukulele at first school.


	Students from SMS will have used GarageBand before. KMS students will have not used music technology before.

Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. This will help when recording using the MIDI keyboards.

	Basic five finger technique on the keyboard. 

Basic rhythmic notation – crotchets and quavers.

Basic rehearsal skills when working as an ensemble; counting in, working together as a group.

	Basic five finger technique on the keyboard.

An understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation.

A confident understanding of how to record on Mixcraft.

	More confident five finger technique, having explored a range of chords in Timelapse.

Basic instrumental skills on classroom instruments (ukulele, piano, guitar) in the four chord song unit.

Basic understanding of reading lead sheets, chord charts and standard notation. 

Rehearsal skills e.g. counting in, some taking on a leadership role, chunking rehearsals, working in pairs before rehearsing as a full ensemble.


	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	An increased confidence in interpreting chord charts and understanding how to read lead sheets. This can be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of chord symbols is valuable at GCSE when students are analysing the harmony of a song by seeing the chord symbols on a score.

Practicing a good five finger technique to develop keyboard/piano skills.

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon in their ‘in at the deep end’ project. Ensemble performance is also 15% of GCSE music.

Understanding of simple triads; C, G, Am, F, Dm. 
	All students gain basic composition skills. This ‘mini-composition’ teaches them the beginning of the compositional process; starting points and key components to be included when composing a piece of popular music. 


Features of riffs and hooks and a four on the floor drum beat. Although focussing on EDM, these are featured in several other musical styles. For example, students can perform a four on the floor drum pattern in their ‘in at the deep end’ scheme of learning. 

Students develop basic sequencing skills on Mixcraft; play, pause, use of loops, changing instruments, record, quantize, change velocity etc.



	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score.

Practicing a good five finger technique to develop keyboard/piano skills.

Students develop ensemble performance skills which they continue to build upon in their ‘in at the deep end’ project. Ensemble performance is also 15% of GCSE music.

Understanding of chords and how dissonant chords can be used to reflect the mood of a piece.

	A deeper understanding and increased confidence of reading standard notation can then be applied to all later schemes of learning. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols associated with standard notation is valuable at GCSE when students are learning to follow a full score.

An understanding of how to compose to a set brief.

Students develop composition skills by essentially composing an extract of music for a GCSE set brief. This ‘mini-composition’ teaches them the beginning of the compositional process.

Analytical skills gained through whole-class analysis of leitmotifs is a starting point for analysing GCSE set works.
	An increased confidence in interpreting chord charts and understanding how to read lead sheets, guitar TAB and standard notation. This allows students to apply their existing knowledge to an own-choice piece. Having a confident understanding of signs and symbols in a variety of notation is valuable at GCSE and BTEC L3 when students are analysing scores.

Students develop ensemble performance skills and learn rehearsal techniques. These can be applied to the development of any skill in the arts. Ensemble performance is also 15% of GCSE music.

Instrumental skills on classroom instruments; provides students with the opportunity to specialise in one of these classroom instruments at GCSE.

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Chords, Structure, Verse, Chorus, Pre-chorus, Bridge, Intro, Outro, Chord diagram, Fret, Pentatonic scale, Lyrics.
	Multi-tracking, Loops, Synthesiser, Four on the Floor including bass drum, snare drum, hi-hat, Bass Riff.
Hook, Pentatonic Scale, Monophonic, Homophonic, Polyphonic, Binary Form, Ternary, Form, Build Up, Drop, Fade in/out, Effects.

	Treble Clef, Bass Clef, Key Signature, Time Signature, Ground Bass, Chords, Minim, Crotchet, Tie, Layering, Chordal, Polyphonic, Conjunct, Disjunct.

	Leitmotif, Major, Minor, Treble Clef, Bass Clef, Key Signature, Time Signature, Chords, Minim, Crotchet, Syncopation, Repetition, Dissonance, Accents, Four on the floor.

	Lead sheet, TAB, Four on the floor, Verse-Chorus form, Chords.

	Assessment activities



	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. This includes;
Assessing performance skills through ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.
Assessing knowledge recall by low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams – this activity allows pupils to practice their listening skills. 

Summative assessment:
Pupils complete a listening assessment at the end of the unit, in their assessment booklet. This assesses the understanding of musical elements.

Pupils are assessed on the above components in their performing assessment at the end of the unit. This is also in their assessment booklets and students are graded as ‘Emerging, Developing, Securing or Mastering’. 

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. This includes;
Assessing performance skills through ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.
Assessing knowledge recall by low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Reciprocal Reading homework set on Microsoft Teams – this activity allows pupils to practice their decoding, comprehension and literacy skills.

Summative assessment:
Pupils complete a listening assessment at the end of the unit, in their assessment booklet. This assesses the understanding of musical elements.

Pupils are assessed on the above components in their composing assessment at the end of the unit. This is also in their assessment booklets and students are graded as ‘Emerging, Developing, Securing or Mastering’. 

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. This includes;
Assessing performance skills through ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.
Assessing knowledge recall by low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams – this activity allows pupils to practice their listening skills. 

Summative assessment:
Pupils complete a listening assessment at the end of the unit, in their assessment booklet. This assesses the understanding of musical elements.

Pupils are assessed on the above components in their performing assessment at the end of the unit. This is also in their assessment booklets and students are graded as ‘Emerging, Developing, Securing or Mastering’. 

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. This includes;
Assessing performance skills through ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.
Assessing knowledge recall by low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Reciprocal Reading homework set on Microsoft Teams – this activity allows pupils to practice their decoding, comprehension and literacy skills. 

Summative assessment:
Pupils complete a listening assessment at the end of the unit, in their assessment booklet. This assesses the understanding of musical elements.

Pupils are assessed on the above components in their composing assessment at the end of the unit. This is also in their assessment booklets and students are graded as ‘Emerging, Developing, Securing or Mastering’. 


	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. This includes;
Assessing performance skills through ongoing verbal feedback each lesson of WWW and EBI.
Assessing knowledge recall by low stakes testing as part of starter activities.

Listening homework set on Microsoft Teams – this activity allows pupils to practice their listening skills.

Summative assessment:
Pupils complete a listening assessment at the end of the unit, in their assessment booklet. This assesses the understanding of musical elements.

Pupils are assessed on the above components in their performing assessment at the end of the unit. This is also in their assessment booklets and students are graded as ‘Emerging, Developing, Securing or Mastering’. 


	Resources available



	Staff Shared > Music > 2024-25 > Year 9 > Four Chord Song

· YouTube video - Axis of Awesome
· YouTube video - Pop song Structure (Taylor Swift)
· Four chord trick chord diagrams for ukulele and guitar
· Chord/lyric sheets for “I’m Yours”
· Classroom instruments/ guitar leads/amps when necessary
· Assessment booklets.

	Staff Shared > Music > 2024-25 > Year 9 > Riffs & Hooks

· Audio examples of good hooks and riffs.
· WAGOLL compositions
· GCSE composition examples in an EDM style to inspire. 
· Assessment booklets.

	Staff Shared > Music > 2024-25 > Year 9 > Ground Bass 

· YouTube video – Pachelbel’s Canon
· YouTube video – Michael Nyman – Timelapse.
· Ground bass and chord parts sheet
· Melody sheet (with and without note names)
· Melody sheet for Bb instruments
· Melody sheet for Eb instruments
· Pachelbel’s Canon sheets (with/without note names)
· Pachelbel’s Canon sheets for Bb and Eb parts
· Assessment booklets.

	Staff Shared > Music > 2024-25 > Year 9 > Film Music

· Leitmotifs – audio examples.
· Notation – Star Wars Leitmotifs 
· Notation – James Bond Leitmotif and Themes
· GCSE examples of the full composition to inspire.
· Video explaining how to compose for the set brief - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7Iu-WxHxu0 
· Assessment booklets.

	Staff Shared > Music > 2024-25 > Year 9 > In at the Deep End

· YouTube to demonstrate songs.
· Chord/lyric lead sheets
· LD (less difficult) song - Riptide
· S (standard) songs – Don’t Look Back in Anger
· MD (more difficult) song – Use Somebody
· Classroom instruments/ guitar leads/amps when necessary.
· Assessment booklets.

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	
This topic is important as it allows students to develop basic instrumental skills (C, G, Am, F) on classroom instruments they may never have played before. These instruments are inclusive and popular for students to specialise in at KS4 and KS5.

It provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills in ensemble performance. Ensemble performance is 15% of GCSE music.

‘‘I’m Yours’ by Jason Mraz is a familiar piece of music to most so has shown to be an effective way to engage students with singing, particularly boys. 

It provides instrumentalists with the opportunity to play and demonstrate their understanding on their own instruments in curriculum lessons.


	
This topic is important as it is the first time some students will have used sequencing software so allows students to develop basic recording skills. This software is similar to that used in the industry. 

It teaches students the compositional process; starting points and key components to be included when composing a piece of popular music. Students can then apply this model for composing to then writing their own pieces/songs with more creative freedom. 

Writing a ‘mini-composition’ and using stylistic features effectively helps to inspire students as they are taught how to compose music using the same features as existing tracks they may already be familiar with. It can inspire students to continue studying music for those with an interest in music technology.  
	
This topic is important as it allows students to become more familiar with using standard notation. The skill of reading standard notation can then be applied to any style of music.

One of the four areas of study at GCSE is Instrumental Music from 1700-1820. Listening to and learning key features of the Baroque era (1600-1750) allows them to understand how music has changed over time.  

One of the set works at GCSE is a song composed by Purcell (Baroque era) and in the structure of a ground bass. Students can therefore make links back to Pachelbel’s Canon in this scheme of learning.

It provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills in ensemble performance and performing more complex melodies. Ensemble performance is 15% of GCSE music.

It provides students with lots of opportunities to practice a five-finger technique on the keyboard/piano. Developing a good technique will enable students to play more challenging parts with ease.

It provides instrumentalists with the opportunity to play and demonstrate their understanding on their own instruments in curriculum lessons.

	
This topic is important as it encourages students to think more analytically about the music they are performing. 
They begin to understand ‘why’ the composer has selected certain musical features.

It allows students to have more creative freedom when composing, compared with previous units, but also teaches them how to compose to a set brief.

It provides instrumentalists with opportunities to develop their confidence with solo performance.

It can inspire and engage students to think creatively and compose with more creative freedom than in previous schemes of learning. By composing a ‘mini GCSE composition’ to a set brief, it gives students real insight into GCSE composition.


	
This topic is important as it gives students creative freedom to perform their own-choice piece, mirroring the process of ensemble performance at GCSE. Giving students more creative freedom allows students to apply their prior knowledge to a new context and consolidate understanding.

It gives students the opportunity to showcase their work in a concert and develops confidence in performing.

Having successfully applied their knowledge to an own-choice piece, it encourages students to continue learning outside of classroom lessons, such as using practice rooms in social times and attending extra-curricular (guitar club, vocal group etc). 

It allows students to build upon their instrumental skills on classroom instruments. These instruments are inclusive and popular for students to specialise in at KS4 and KS5.

It provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills in ensemble performance. Ensemble performance is 15% of GCSE music.

It provides instrumentalists with the opportunity to play and demonstrate their understanding on their own instruments in curriculum lessons.




Notation skills
Rehearsal skills
Performance skills
Composition skills 

* VC’s classes taught in the order of; Ground Bass, Four Chord Song, Riffs and Hooks, In at the Deep End, Film music – due to resources/room timetabling. 
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