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	Subject:
	GCE Psychology
	Year
	13
	Ability 
	Mixed



	Term / Date(s)
	Week 1-3 AWD
	Weeks 1-15 Teacher 2 JBR
	Weeks 4-9 AWD
	Week 15-26 JBR
	Week 10-17 AWD
	Week 17-24 AWD

	Topic
	Biopsychology and Learning about bodily rhythms
	Social influence
	Research methods
	Gender– paper 3 option
	Schizophrenia – paper 3 - option
	Forensic Psychology – paper 3 option

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	Students will learn about the physical structure of the brain and be able to identify some of the areas of the brain and their functions
Biological rhythms: circadian, infradian and ultradian and the difference between these rhythms. The effect of endogenous pacemakers and exogenous zeitgebers on the sleep/ wake cycle.

	4.1.1 Social Influence - How behaviour is affected by the actual, imagined or implied presence of other people
	This final section of Research Methods will allow students to understand how scientists make judgements, using inferential statistics, about whether the result of an experiment or correlation is significant
	A topical subject attempting to understand some of the differences between sex & gender
	Theories, issues and therapies of and for schizophrenia.
	A popular topic attempting to explain why some people commit crime

	Components



	Students will learn about the divisions of the nervous system: central and peripheral (somatic and autonomic). The structure and function of sensory, relay and motor neurons. The process of synaptic transmission, including reference to neurotransmitters, excitation and inhibition. Students should know the function of the endocrine system: glands and hormone, and how this differs from the nervous system. Learning about the fight or flight response including the role of adrenaline will help students to understand the body’s stress response. Learning about localisation of function in the brain and hemispheric lateralisation, including motor, somatosensory, visual, auditory and language centres; Broca’s and Wernicke’s areas, split brain research, will give students an appreciation of the complexity of the brain and that some functions are localised, whereas some are holistic. Learning about plasticity and functional recovery of the brain after trauma will give students an appreciation of how learning and new experiences alter the physical structure of the brain and how a person may recover from brain damage Students will learn about different ways of studying the brain including: scanning techniques such as functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI); electroencephalogram (EEGs); event-related potentials (ERPs); and post-mortem examinations.
	Students will learn about the types of conformity: internalisation, identification and compliance. They will be able to explain why people conform in terms of informational social influence and normative social influence. Understand factors and variables affecting conformity including group size, unanimity and task difficulty as investigated by Asch. Know conformity to social roles as investigated by Zimbardo. Give explanations for obedience including agentic state and legitimacy of authority, and situational variables affecting obedience including proximity and location, as investigated by Milgram, and uniform. Know dispositional explanations for obedience: the Authoritarian Personality. Explain resistance to social influence, including social support and locus of control. Link minority influence to challenging the status quo including reference to consistency, commitment and flexibility and explain the role of social influence processes in social change.
	Students should be able to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of inferential testing and be familiar with the use of inferential tests.
Students will be expected to learn about: Probability and significance: use of statistical tables and critical values in interpretation of significance; Type I and Type II errors; Factors affecting the choice of statistical test, including level of measurement and experimental design. Students will be expected to know when to use the following tests: Sign test; Spearman’s rho; Pearson’s r; Wilcoxon; Mann-Whitney; related t-test; unrelated t-test; and Chi-Squared test.
	Students will learn about sex and gender, sex-role stereotypes, androgyny and measuring androgyny, including the Bem Sex Role Inventory.

Students will then learn about the role of chromosomes and hormones (testosterone, oestrogen and oxytocin) in sex and gender; and atypical sex chromosome patterns, including Klinefelter’s syndrome and Turner’s syndrome.

Students will then learn about cognitive explanations of gender development, including: Kohlberg’s theory, gender identity, gender stability and gender constancy; gender schema theory. 

Students will then learn about Psychodynamic explanation of gender development, including: Freud’s psychoanalytic theory, the Oedipus complex; Electra complex; identification and internalisation. 

Students will then learn about Social learning theory as applied to gender development, and the influence of culture and media on gender roles. 

Students will then learn about atypical gender development, including: gender dysphoria; biological and social explanations for gender dysphoria.
	Classification of schizophrenia. Positive symptoms of schizophrenia, including hallucinations and delusions. Negative symptoms of schizophrenia, including speech poverty and avolition. Reliability and validity in diagnosis and classification of schizophrenia, including reference to co-morbidity, culture and gender bias and symptom overlap. Biological explanations for schizophrenia: genetics and neural correlates, including the dopamine hypothesis. 

Students will learn Psychological explanations for schizophrenia: family dysfunction and cognitive explanations, including dysfunctional thought processing in order to be able to outline and evaluate them. 
Students will then learn how Drug therapy works for schizophrenia in particular typical and atypical antipsychotics. They will learn the effectiveness of these drugs and side effects in order to be able to discuss their usage.
Students will then learn about Cognitive behaviour therapy, token economies and family therapy as used in the treatment of schizophrenia in order to evaluate their effectiveness and disadvantages of these therapies.

Students will then learn about the importance of an interactionist approach in explaining and treating schizophrenia; the diathesis-stress model.
	Students will learn about two types of offender profiling: the top-down approach which includes organised and disorganised types of offender; and the bottom-up approach which includes investigative Psychology and geographical profiling.

Students will also learn about biological explanations of offending behaviour, including: an historical approach (atavistic form); genetics and neural explanations. 

Students will learn about psychological explanations of offending behaviour, including: Eysenck’s theory of the criminal personality; cognitive explanations; level of moral reasoning and cognitive distortions, including hostile attribution bias and minimalisation; differential association theory; psychodynamic explanations. 
Various methods of treating offending. Reasons for recidivism.

Dealing with offending behaviour: the aims of custodial sentencing and the psychological effects of custodial sentencing. Recidivism. Behaviour modification in custody. Anger management and restorative justice programmes.











	Term / Date(s)
	Week 24-27 (AWD)
	Weeks 26 – 31 AWD
	Week 23-31 JBR

	Topic
	Issues and debates in psychology
	Revision
	Revision

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	Knowledge of the great debates and issues in psychology – how to describe, evaluate and apply them both in this stand alone topic and in discussion of other topics.
	Students will be recapping papers 1/2/3 in preparation for their A Level exams
	Students will be recapping papers 1/2/3 in preparation for their A Level exams

	Components



	Gender and culture in Psychology – universality and bias. Gender bias including androcentrism and alpha and beta bias; cultural bias, including ethnocentrism and cultural relativism, free will and determinism and soft determinism, biological and environmental determinism, psychic determinism.
Scientific emphasis on causal explanations.
The nature nurture debate; the relative importance of heredity and environment; the interactionist approach.
Holism and reductionism; levels of explanations in psychology; biological and environmental reductionism; 
Ideographic and nomothetic approaches to psychological investigation; 
Ethical implications of research studies and theory, including reference to social sensitivity.
	Paper 1
-memory
-social influence
-attachment
-psychopathology

Paper 2
-approaches
-biopsychology
-research methods

Paper 3
-Issues and debates
-Forensic
-Schizophrenia
-Gender
	Paper 1
-memory
-social influence
-attachment
-psychopathology

Paper 2
-approaches
-biopsychology
-research methods

Paper 3
-Issues and debates
-Forensic
-Schizophrenia
-Gender
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