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	Subject: Dance
	
	Year
	12
	Ability 
	All



	Term / Date(s)
	Half term 3
	Half term 4 
	Half term 5
	Half term 6

	Topic
	Performance - Solo
	Performance - Solo
	Performance - Solo
	Performance - Solo

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	To begin to research for a choreographed solo performance based on a named practitioner within one of the prescribed areas of study. 
	To understand the importance of physical/technical skills in a solo performance based on a specified practitioner.   
	To understand the importance of spatial and dynamic elements in a solo performance based on a specified practitioner’s style.  
	To understand the importance of Interpretative/performance skills in a solo performance based on a specified practitioner’s style.  

	Components



	Students will gain knowledge on the stylistic, characteristic, choreographic and movement style of a variety of practitioners the A-Level Dance course is based on (Bob Fosse, Jerome Robbins, Gene Kelly, Christopher Bruce, Richard Alston, Glen Tetley, Robert North, Shobana Jeyasingh, Matthew Bourne, Jasmin Vardimon, Akram Khan and Hofesh Shechter). 
Students will learn the stylistic features and movement style of that chosen specified practitioner that is prescribed by AQA in order to perform a solo dance of 2-3minutes in a live setting.

Students will learn how the constituent features linked to that specified practitioner can be showcased in a solo performance piece.
	Students will learn the physical/technical skills required in order to perform a solo in a style of specified practitioner. 

Students will learn the importance of physical/technical skills in a solo performance. 

Students will learn how the constituent features used to showcase the style of that specified practitioner can enhance their performance of the physical/technical skills. 

	Students will learn the spatial and dynamic elements that used in a solo performance in order to demonstrate a specified practitioner’s style. 

Students will learn the importance of using spatial and dynamic elements in a solo performance in order to make it more kinaesthetically pleasing and relate to their chosen specified practitioner’s style. 

Students will learn how the spatial and dynamic elements can contribute to the audience understanding of that specified practitioner’s style and how it supports their intensity of their solo performance by improving the quality and ability the movement is performed.  


	Students will learn the interpretative performance skills required in order to perform a solo in a style of specified practitioner.

Students will learn the importance of interpretative performance skills in a solo performance. 

Students will learn how the interpretative performance skills can contribute to the audience understanding of that specified practitioner’s style and how it supports their intensity of their solo performance by improving the quality of expression it is performed with. 

Students will learn how to create a programme note that will contribute to audience’s understanding of the solo performance and how it related to the specified practitioner’s style. 

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Students who studied GCSE dance previously have performed a solo of 30 seconds. 

Students have knowledge of showcasing a dance style in a quartet performance piece in half term 1, 2 and 3 in year 12. This style is contemporary which students have also explored in year 10 practical work.  

Some students will have a broader understanding of a vast range of performance skills when performing and choreographing a dance based on a practitioner and have experience of showcasing their solo performance live in a group setting or as an individual performer.  
	Students who studied GCSE dance previously have some knowledge of the physical skills used in solo performance. 

Some students will have a broader understanding of a vast range of physical/technical used when performing a dance based on a practitioner. Some students have experience of showcasing their physical/technical skills in a solo performance in a live performance setting. 
	Students who studied GCSE dance previously have some knowledge of the spatial content and dynamic content used in order to enhance a solo performance. 

Some students will have a broader understanding of a vast range of spatial and dynamic elements whilst experiencing them on different stages in a live performance setting.

	Students who studied GCSE dance previously have some knowledge of the interpretative/performance skills used in order to enhance a solo performance and the importance of these skills to support the audience’s understanding of the solo performance.
 
Some students will have a broader understanding of a vast range of interpretative/performance skills used when performing a dance based on a practitioner and have experience of showcasing their solo performance live in a group setting or as an individual performer.  

Students have knowledge of showcasing interpretative/performance skills in a specific dance style as they have explored how to perform in a quartet piece in half term 1, 2 and 3 in year 12.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Students are able to cross reference the practical understanding of the stylistic features, choreographic style, movement style and choreographic features of specified practitioners to the theoretical understanding in either the Rambert Dance Company unit or the American Jazz Dance unit. In order to answer 25-marker questions.  
	At degree level students are able to use the physical and technical skills to give corrections to others as they hire dancers to perform whilst they choreography. 

In the next term students are able to change the way in which the physical/technical skills are showcased to develop the dynamic and spatial elements in order to showcase their chosen specified practitioner further. 
	Students will use these spatial and dynamic elements in order to perform in their solo performance exam in term 2, in year 13.

Students are able to gather the importance and understanding of the use of spatial and dynamic elements to help convey a dance piece. Students can use this understanding in the choreographic unit in year 13 in order to choreograph in a coherent manner in relation to a dance idea.  
	Students will use the interpretative/performance skills in order to perform in their solo performance exam in term 2, in year 13.

Students are able to gather the importance and understanding of the use of interpretative/performance skills to help convey a dance piece. Students can use this understanding in the choreographic unit in year 13 in order to choreograph in a coherent manner in relation to a dance idea.  

Students are able to write down how their solo performance piece demonstrates the style of their chosen specified practitioner, creating a programme note for the audience. 

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	· Specified Practitioner
· Named practitioner  
· Encapsulate
· Stylistic features 
· Characteristic features
· Choreographic style 
· Movement style
· Constituent features – (Movement content, physical setting, aural setting and dancers)
	Recap from year 12 quartet performance unit (half term 1,2 &3):
· Extension 
· Isolation
· Transference of weight 
· Elevation 
· Balance
· Correct alignment
· Flexion
· Rotation 
· Whole body participation
· Locomotion
	Spatial elements: 
· Spatial control including personal and stage. 
· Shape/form
Recap from year 10 performance units or new vocabulary who have not studied GCSE dance previously: 
· Direction 
· Levels
Dynamic elements: 
· Rhythmic control
· Dynamic variation
	Recap from year 12 quartet performance unit (half term 1,2 &3):
· Projection
· Focus
· Expression 
· Musicality
· Emphasis
· Timing


	Assessment activities



	Students are assessed with their solo performance. There is a performance assessment (called a working progress) in week 3 or 4 to gain written feedback from peers and class teacher. Feedback is given to students in the same format as the solo performance AQA marking criteria grid. 

Another working progress (performance assessment) is towards the end of the term to indicate if feedback has been applied that students have explored and embedded the style of a specified practitioner.  

A final summative assessment (actual exam) of a 2-3 minutes solo performance at the end of year 13. 

All performance assessments and the actual the exam is recorded to show progression and evidence of the complete unit as well as the students’ ability to demonstrate the solo performance process and their chosen specified practitioner’s style. 
 
Students’ carryout written tasks every lesson on the reflection of their progression of choreographing and performing a solo performance based on the style of specified practitioner. 

Verbal feedback is given to students individually throughout the learning process to improve their practical and theoretical understanding of the solo performance processes and how their use of movement content and aural setting demonstrates the style of specified practitioner.  

After teacher assessment reteach will occur in weeks 5-7 on: 
· Research methods. 
· Analysis of the chosen practitioner’s stylistic features.  
	Students are assessed on their physical/technical skills within their solo performance. There is a performance assessment (called a working progress) in week 3 or 4 for students to gain written feedback from peers and class teacher. 

Another working progress (performance assessment) is towards the end of the term to indicate if feedback has been applied that students have explored physical/technical skills to showcase their performance level and to ensure that they embedded the style of a specified practitioner in the constituent features that showcase the physical/technical skills.

A final summative assessment (actual exam) of a 2-3 minutes solo performance at the end of year 13 that will determine if their solo performance showcases all physical/technical skills required to perform a solo dance based on a specified practitioner’s style. 

All performance assessments and the actual the exam is recorded to show progression and evidence of the complete unit to demonstrate the student’s progress of the physical/technical skills in order to perform a solo performance.

Students’ carryout written tasks every lesson on the reflection of their personal progression of the physical/technical skills used in a solo performance. 
 
Verbal feedback is given to students individually throughout the learning process to improve their demonstration of the physical/technical skills. 

After teacher assessment reteach will occur in weeks 5-7 on the skills: 
· Extension, Elevation, Balance, Correct alignment, Flexion, Whole body participation and Locomotion to suit each student’s practical ability whilst showcasing their full body range in their solo. 
	Students are assessed on their use of spatial and dynamic elements within their solo performance. There is a performance assessment (called a working progress) in week 3 or 4 for students to gain written feedback from peers and class teacher. 

Another working progress (performance assessment) is towards the end of the term to indicate if feedback has been applied that students have explored a variety of spatial and dynamic elements that embeds the style of their chosen specified practitioner. 

A final summative assessment (actual exam) of a 2-3 minutes solo performance at the end of year 13 that will determine if their solo performance showcases a variety of spatial and dynamic elements required to perform a solo dance based on a specified practitioner’s style. 

All performance assessments and the actual the exam is recorded to show progression and evidence of the complete unit to demonstrate the student’s progress on the use of spatial and dynamic elements in order to perform a solo performance.

Students’ carryout written tasks every lesson on the reflection of their personal progression of the use of spatial and dynamic elements in their solo performance. 

Verbal feedback is given to students individually throughout the learning process to improve their use of spatial and dynamic elements within their solo performance piece. 

After teacher assessment reteach will occur in weeks 5-7 on the skills: 
· Spatial control including personal and stage, Rhythmic control, and Dynamic variation to suit each student’s practical solo whilst showcasing the student’s chosen practitioner. 
	Students are assessed on their use of interpretative/performance skill within their solo performance. There is a performance assessment (called a working progress) in week 3 or 4 for students to gain written feedback from peers and class teacher. 

Another working progress (performance assessment) is towards the end of the term to indicate if feedback has been applied that students have demonstrated interpretative/performance skills in their solo performance that embeds the style of their chosen specified practitioner. 

A final summative assessment (actual exam) of a 2-3 minutes solo performance at the end of year 13. To see if all skills have been explored and embedded in this unit. 

All performance assessments and the actual the exam is recorded to show progression and evidence of the complete unit to demonstrate the student’s progress on the demonstration of the interpretative/performance skills in order to perform a solo performance.

Students’ carryout written tasks every lesson on the reflection of their personal progression of the interpretative/performance skills used in a solo performance. 

Verbal feedback is given to students individually throughout the learning process to improve their demonstration of the interpretative/performance skills.

After teacher assessment reteach will occur weeks 5-7 on the skills: 
· Projection, Focus, Expression, Musicality, Emphasis and Timing depending on the skills the students need to showcase in their performance when reacting their chosen practitioner. 
· To ensure all skills are embedded and met before year 13 performance exam.
After this term is completed, students will reteach and recap every 3 weeks throughout year 12 and year 13. Students will carry out a practical assessment on this again in half term 2/3 in year 13.

	Resources available



	Resources: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/a-level/dance-7237/subject-content/performance

· Found in Dance Department OneDrive: Powerpoints – that include the footage of each specified practitioner. 
· Props such as Door frames, hats, chairs, cane and umbrella that clearly mirrors the specified practitioner the students have chosen. 
· Stylistic features board for each practitioner – students will tick off when and if they have met that stylistic feature of their specified practitioner. 
· Examples of previous students work located on OneDrive. 
· Solo booklet
	· Examples of previous students work located on OneDrive. 
· Solo booklet
	· Examples of previous students work located on OneDrive. 
· Solo booklet
· Maps of the spatial designs
	· Examples of previous students work located on OneDrive. 
· Solo booklet
· Previous solo performance footage from this unit to use for self-reflection.


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	Students are able to understand research methods in order to gather a full understanding of the specified practitioner and historical, social, political and cultural factors that may have influenced that specified practitioner.  

Students will gain the confidence and experience of performing a solo for over 2 minutes in a live setting. 
	Students understand the importance of the practical exploration and personal development through progression when using physical/technical skills to perform a solo based on a specified practitioner’s style.  

Students will gain confidence in these physical/technical skills in this topic to progress into an exceptional performer. 

Students will gain an understanding of the importance of personal dance training through conditioning exercises in order to improve their performance of the physical/technical skills. 
	Students are able to understand the importance of the use of spatial and dynamic elements when demonstrating a specified practitioner’s style.

Students are able to reflect and make valid judgements on if their use a variety of spatial and dynamic elements in order to showcase their chosen specified practitioner’s style.  
	Students understand the importance of the practical exploration and personal development through progression when using interpretative/performance skills to perform a solo based on a specified practitioner’s style.  

Students will gain confidence in these interpretative/performance skills in this topic to progress into an exceptional performer. 

Students explore the importance of interpretative/performance skills to contribute to the audience’s understanding of a dance piece. 

Students are able to discuss by justification in a written comprehension format how their solo performance showcases a specified practitioner’s style, by writing a programme note for the audience to read. 
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Subject:   Dance   Year  12  Ability   All  

 

Term / Date(s)  Half term  3  Half term 4   Half term  5  Half term  6  

Topic  Performance  -   Solo  Performance  -   Solo  Performance  -   Solo  Performance  -   Solo  

Topic  overview     Pupils will learn…    To begin to research for a choreographed  solo performance based on a  named  practitioner within one of the prescribed  areas of study.   To understand the importance of  p hysical/technical skills   in a solo  performance based on a specified  practitioner.      To understand the importance of s patial  and dynamic elements  in a solo  performance   based on a specified  practitioner’s style.    To understand the importance of  Interpretative/performance skills   in a solo  performance based on a specified  practitioner’s style.     

Components        Students will gain knowledge on the  stylistic, characteristic, choreographic and  movement style of a variety of practitioners   the A - Level Da nce course is based on (Bob  Fosse, Jerome Robbins, Gene Kelly,  Christopher Bruce, Richard Alston, Glen  Tetley, Robert North, Shobana Jeyasingh,  Matthew Bourne, Jasmin Vardimon, Akram  Khan and Hofesh Shechter).    Students will learn the stylistic features an d  movement style of that chosen specified  practitioner that is prescribed by AQA in  order to perform a solo dance of 2 - 3minutes   in a live setting .     Students will learn how the constituent  features linked to that specified  practitioner can be showcased in a   solo  performance piece.  Students will learn the physical/technical  skills required in order to perform a solo in  a style of specified practitioner.      Students will learn the importance of  physical/technical skills in a solo  performance.      Students will learn how the constituent  features used to showcase the style of that  specified practitioner can enhance their  performance of the physical/technical skills.     Students will learn the spatial and dynamic  elements that used in a solo performanc e in  order to demonstrate a specified  practitioner’s style.      Students will learn the importance of using  spatial and dynamic elements in a solo  performance in order to make it more  kinaesthetically pleasing and relate to their  chosen specified practitione r’s style.      Students will learn how the spatial and  dynamic elements can contribute to the  audience understanding of that specified  practitioner’s style and how it supports  their intensity of their solo performance by  improving the quality and ability the   movement is performed.        Students will learn the interpretative  performance skills required in order to  perform a solo in a style of specified  practitioner.     Students will learn the importance of  interpretative performance skills in a solo  performance.      Students will learn how the interpretative  performance skills can contribute to the  audience understanding of that specified  practitioner’s style and how it supports  their intensity of their solo performance by  improving the quality of expression it is  p erformed with.      Students will learn how to create a  programme note  that will   contribute to  audience’s understanding of the solo  performance and how it related to the  specified practitioner’s style.   

What pupils should already know   (prior   learning components)      Students who studied GCSE dance  previously have performed a solo  of 30  seconds.      Students have knowledge of showcasing a  dance style in a quartet performance piece  in half term 1, 2 and 3 in year 12.   This style  is contemporary whic h students have also  explored in year 10 practical work.       Students who studied GCSE dance  previously have some knowledge of the  physical skills used in solo performance.      Some students will have a broader  understanding of a vast range of  physical/technical used when performing a  dance based on a practitioner . So me  students   have experience of showcasing  their  physical/technical skills in a  solo  performance  in a  live  performance setting.   Students who studied GCSE dance  previously have some knowledge of the  spatial content and dynamic content used  in order to enhan ce a solo performance.      Some students will have a broader  understanding of a vast range of spatial and  dynamic elements whilst experiencing them  on different stages in a live performance  setting.    Students  who studied GCSE dance  previously have some knowl edge of the  interpretative/performance skills used in  order to enhance a solo performance and  the importance of these skills to support  the audience’s understanding of the solo  performance.       Some students will have a broader  understanding of a vast range of  interpretative/performance skills used 

