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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template
Golden knowledge:
Running through the curriculum we have approaches and research methods which runs through every sub-topic, in addition to this in every lesson there will be reference to the golden knowledge of that particular lesson and the assessment objectives (A01 – knowledge, A02 application and A03 evaluation)

	Subject:
	GCE Psychology
	Year
	13E
	Ability 
	Mixed



	Term / Date(s)
	Week 1-10 JBR
	Week 1-14 AWD
	Week 11-19 JBR
	Week 14-23 AWD
	Week 19-27 JBR
	Weeks 23-26 AWD

	Topic
	4.1.3 The development of human and animal attachments, their function through the life course and implications for disruption or failure to form attachments. 
	Biopsychology and Learning about bodily rhythms
	Gender– paper 3 option
	Schizophrenia – paper 3 - option
	Forensic Psychology – paper 3 option
	Research methods

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	Students will learn the following:
Caregiver-infant interactions in humans: reciprocity and interactional synchrony. Stages of attachment as identified by Schaffer. Multiple attachments and the role of the father. They will then learn about animal studies of attachment, including Lorenz and Harlow. Students will then build on their knowledge of learning theory to include explanations of attachment and Bowlby’s monotropic theory, the concepts of a critical period and an internal working model. Students will then learn about Ainsworth’s ‘Strange Situation’, types of attachment: secure, insecure-avoidant and insecure-resistant. Cultural variations in attachment, including van Ijzendoorn. Students will then learn about Bowlby’s theory of maternal deprivation, Romanian orphan studies and the effects of institutionalisation. Students will then learn about the influence of early attachment on childhood and adult relationships, including the role of an internal working model.
	Students will learn about the physical structure of the brain and be able to identify some of the areas of the brain and their functions
Biological rhythms: circadian, infradian and ultradian and the difference between these rhythms. The effect of endogenous pacemakers and exogenous zeitgebers on the sleep/ wake cycle.

	A topical subject attempting to understand some of the differences between sex & gender
	Theories, issues and therapies of and for schizophrenia.
	A popular topic attempting to explain why some people commit crime
	This final section of Research Methods will allow students to understand how scientists make judgements, using inferential statistics, about whether the result of an experiment or correlation is significant

	Components



	Some appreciation of the importance of childhood development from PHSE lessons
	Students will learn about the divisions of the nervous system: central and peripheral (somatic and autonomic). The structure and function of sensory, relay and motor neurons. The process of synaptic transmission, including reference to neurotransmitters, excitation and inhibition. Students should know the function of the endocrine system: glands and hormone, and how this differs from the nervous system. Learning about the fight or flight response including the role of adrenaline will help students to understand the body’s stress response. Learning about localisation of function in the brain and hemispheric lateralisation, including motor, somatosensory, visual, auditory and language centres; Broca’s and Wernicke’s areas, split brain research, will give students an appreciation of the complexity of the brain and that some functions are localised, whereas some are holistic. Learning about plasticity and functional recovery of the brain after trauma will give students an appreciation of how learning and new experiences alter the physical structure of the brain and how a person may recover from brain damage Students will learn about different ways of studying the brain including: scanning techniques such as functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI); electroencephalogram (EEGs); event-related potentials (ERPs); and post-mortem examinations.
	Students will learn about sex and gender, sex-role stereotypes, androgyny and measuring androgyny, including the Bem Sex Role Inventory.

Students will then learn about the role of chromosomes and hormones (testosterone, oestrogen and oxytocin) in sex and gender; and atypical sex chromosome patterns, including Klinefelter’s syndrome and Turner’s syndrome.

Students will then learn about cognitive explanations of gender development, including: Kohlberg’s theory, gender identity, gender stability and gender constancy; gender schema theory. 

Students will then learn about Psychodynamic explanation of gender development, including: Freud’s psychoanalytic theory, the Oedipus complex; Electra complex; identification and internalisation. 

Students will then learn about Social learning theory as applied to gender development, and the influence of culture and media on gender roles. 

Students will then learn about atypical gender development, including: gender dysphoria; biological and social explanations for gender dysphoria.
	Classification of schizophrenia. Positive symptoms of schizophrenia, including hallucinations and delusions. Negative symptoms of schizophrenia, including speech poverty and avolition. Reliability and validity in diagnosis and classification of schizophrenia, including reference to co-morbidity, culture and gender bias and symptom overlap. Biological explanations for schizophrenia: genetics and neural correlates, including the dopamine hypothesis. 

Students will learn Psychological explanations for schizophrenia: family dysfunction and cognitive explanations, including dysfunctional thought processing in order to be able to outline and evaluate them. 
Students will then learn how Drug therapy works for schizophrenia in particular typical and atypical antipsychotics. They will learn the effectiveness of these drugs and side effects in order to be able to discuss their usage.
Students will then learn about Cognitive behaviour therapy, token economies and family therapy as used in the treatment of schizophrenia in order to evaluate their effectiveness and disadvantages of these therapies.

Students will then learn about the importance of an interactionist approach in explaining and treating schizophrenia; the diathesis-stress model.
	Students will learn about two types of offender profiling: the top-down approach which includes organised and disorganised types of offender; and the bottom-up approach which includes investigative Psychology and geographical profiling.

Students will also learn about biological explanations of offending behaviour, including: an historical approach (atavistic form); genetics and neural explanations. 

Students will learn about psychological explanations of offending behaviour, including: Eysenck’s theory of the criminal personality; cognitive explanations; level of moral reasoning and cognitive distortions, including hostile attribution bias and minimalisation; differential association theory; psychodynamic explanations. 
Various methods of treating offending. Reasons for recidivism.

Dealing with offending behaviour: the aims of custodial sentencing and the psychological effects of custodial sentencing. Recidivism. Behaviour modification in custody. Anger management and restorative justice programmes.
	Students should be able to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of inferential testing and be familiar with the use of inferential tests.
Students will be expected to learn about: Probability and significance: use of statistical tables and critical values in interpretation of significance; Type I and Type II errors; Factors affecting the choice of statistical test, including level of measurement and experimental design. Students will be expected to know when to use the following tests: Sign test; Spearman’s rho; Pearson’s r; Wilcoxon; Mann-Whitney; related t-test; unrelated t-test; and Chi-Squared test.

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Outlining and evaluating theories of attachment. Describing data from graphs and charts and displaying data on graphs
	GCSE level knowledge of differences between the endocrine system and nervous system; those who’ve studied separate science should have some knowledge of the different areas of the brain
	Genes, chromosomes & hormones. The different approaches: cognitive, psychodynamic; and social
	Biological and theories for other psychopathologies i.e. OCD.
Clinical characteristics of other psychopathologies e.g. depression.

Psychological theories for phobias and depression.
Therapies for other psychopathologies.
The diathesis-stress model for explaining OCD.
	Knowledge of brain structures & the nervous system from Biopsychology, and Psychodynamic theory taught at the end of Yr 12
	G.C.S.E. level 4/5 Math’s skills particularly an understanding of the probability of events occurring. Experimental design (Independent measures, repeated measures & matched participants). Know difference between experimental and correlational research.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Attachment; Stages of attachment and multiple attachments.
Animal studies the work of Lorenz and Harlow.
Strange situation; Cultural variation;
Monotropy; internal working model; critical period.
Maternal deprivation; orphan studies; institutionalization.
Childhood relationships; adult relationships
Internal working model.


	Outline and evaluate theories, knowledge and research
	Outline and evaluate theories, knowledge and research
	Outline and evaluate theories and therapies, knowledge and research.
	Outline and evaluate theories of Forensic Psychology, knowledge and research
	Application of Math’s skills. Evaluate scientific claims

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Students will be assessed on completion of this section. Mixture of MCQs, short and long answer questions; mathematical questions e.g. percentages and displaying data. Application to stems.

The end topic assessment for attachment will be completed in Week 14.
Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with Whole Class Feedback (WCF) that details areas of strength and weakness. Students will use this to “green pen” their tests and make improvements. Teachers will then prioritise these components to reteach before the next component begins.  Pupils’ enhanced understanding is checked through the completion of low stakes quizzes during the starter activity.

	Nervous system; central nervous system; peripheral; somatic; autonomic; sensory, relay and motor neurons; synaptic transmission; neurotransmitters; excitation; inhibition; endocrine system; glands; hormone; fight or flight response; adrenaline; stress response; localisation of function; hemispheric lateralisation; motor, somatosensory, visual, auditory and language centres; Broca’s and Wernicke’s areas; split brain research; holism; plasticity; functional recovery; learning; new experience; brain damage; scanning techniques; functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI); electroencephalogram (EEGs); event-related potentials (ERPs);  post-mortem examinations;
	Sex; gender, sex-role stereotypes; androgyny; Bem Sex Role Inventory; chromosomes; hormones; testosterone; oestrogen; oxytocin; Klinefelter’s syndrome; Turner’s syndrome; Kohlberg; gender identity; gender stability; gender constancy; gender schema theory; Psychodynamic; Oedipus complex; Electra complex; identification; internalisation; Social learning theory; culture; media; gender dysphoria
	Comorbidity; criterion validity, clinical characteristics – positive and negative. Hallucinations, delusions, avolition., speech poverty (e.g. derailment).
Concordance, genetic hypothesis, twins studies, diathesis-stress model, polygenic.
Dopamine hypothesis, neural correlates. 

Family dysfunction theories, double-bind theory, schizophrenogenic mother, expressed emotion.
Family therapy, token economy, cognitive behavioural therapy.
Antipsychotic drugs – typical and atypicals.
Interactionist approach to theory and therapy
	Offender profiling; top-down approach; organised offender; disorganised offender; bottom-up approach; investigative psychology; geographical profiling; atavistic form; genetics; neural; Eysenck’s; level of moral reasoning; cognitive distortions; hostile attribution bias; minimalisation; differential association theory; psychodynamic
	Inferential testing; Probability; significance; statistical tables; critical values; Type I and Type II errors; experimental design; Sign test; Spearman’s rho; Pearson’s r; Wilcoxon; Mann-Whitney; related t-test; unrelated t-test; Chi-Squared test.

	Assessment activities



	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 1 & AS (2015) Flanagan et al textbook also available electronically.
	Mixture of MCQs, short and long answer questions

The mid topic assessment will be completed in week 34 and the end topic assessment for biopsychology will be completed in Week 39.
Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with Whole Class Feedback (WCF) that details areas of strength and weakness. Students will use this to “green pen” their tests and make improvements. Teachers will then prioritise these components to reteach before the next component begins.  Pupils’ enhanced understanding is checked through the completion of low stakes quizzes during the starter activity.

Week 36 – students will have a mock paper, they will sit an entire paper 1 (social influence, memory, attachment and psychopathology)
Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with Whole Class Feedback (WCF) that details areas of strength and weakness. Students will use this to “green pen” their tests and make improvements. Teachers will then prioritise these components to reteach before the next component begins.  Pupils’ enhanced understanding is checked through the completion of low stakes quizzes during the starter activity.


	Students will be assessed on completion of this section. All exam questions may contain a mixture of MCQs, short and long answer questions relating to Gender
	Students will be assessed on completion of this section. All exam questions may contain a mixture of MCQs, short and long answer questions relating to Schizophrenia


	Students will be assessed on completion of this section. All exam questions may contain a mixture of MCQs, short and long answer questions relating to Forensic Psychology
	Mixture of MCQs, short and long answer questions, application to ‘stems’ on research methods

	Resources available



	Attachment topic gives students an appreciation of the vital importance of a secure attachment in infancy as the foundation stone for normal intellectual, social and emotional development and mental health. This provides potential explanations in other topics studied further on in the course i.e. schizophrenia and forensic topic.
It also introduces the observation, self report and meta-analysis research methods that are dealt with in more depth later in the course.
Brief introduction to the debates of Holism v reductionism and nature v nurture is made when comparing the two explanations of attachment. All the above contribute towards synopticity across the topics. 
	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 1 & AS (2015) Flanagan et al textbook also available electronically.
	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 2 Flanagan et al (2015) textbook also available electronically.
	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 2 (2015) Flanagan et al textbook also available electronically.
	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 2 Flanagan et al (2015) textbook also available electronically.
	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 2 Flanagan et al (2015) textbook also available electronically.

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	Attachment
	This topic should give students an understanding of the complexity of the brain and that some brain functions are localised whereas others are more diffuse. This topic will give students an understanding of how learning and new experiences can alter the physical structure of the brain, in a positive or negative way, and how a person may recover from brain damage. 
	There is a current fascination in the media with what is meant by gender and a historic imbalance between so-called male & female roles. This topic should give students some insight into similarities & differences between males & females, as well as to help foster empathy and understanding as to why someone may not be happy with the gender assigned to them at birth.
	This topic gives students an appreciation and understanding of the signs and symptoms of a major psychosis i.e. schizophrenia including some of the issues involved in diagnosing and classifying it.
It also gives them a broad view of the many approaches and theories which have attempted to explain schizophrenia both currently and in the past.
Together with the above, students will become aware of the many available therapies for schizophrenia and which ones have been found to be effective according to clinical trials. It also provides them with an appreciation of the dilemmas clinicians have in balancing effectiveness on symptoms and side the issue of side effects of drug therapies.
Having learned about brain structure and the different psychological approaches, students will become aware of the many available therapies for schizophrenia and which ones have been found to be effective according to clinical trials.
Many more people are being diagnosed with mental illnesses today so the above should help foster empathy and understanding of these issues in their adult lives.
It may also encourage them to consider careers in the NHS mental health sector as there is a shortage of clinicians in psychiatry.
	. Society has always had a fascination as to why some people commit crime and what should be done about it. An understanding of this topic will give students an insight into the complex & varied reasons as to why a person might commit crime, suggest what can be done to prevent it, thus enhancing the quality of peoples’ lives. Some students may be encouraged to follow a career in either the prevention, or treatment, of offenders in the Police, NHS, Prison/Probation Service, or other aspects of the criminal justice system.
	The collection of data and the use of inferential statistics is at the heart of the scientific method. Students should be able to critically evaluate research as well as the many, spurious, and pseudoscientific, claims made in the media. 











	Term / Date(s)
	Week 26-29 (AWD)
	Weeks 29 – 31 AWD
	Week 28-31 JBR

	Topic
	Issues and debates in psychology
	Revision
	Revision

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	Knowledge of the great debates and issues in psychology – how to describe, evaluate and apply them both in this stand alone topic and in discussion of other topics.
	Students will be recapping papers 1/2/3 in preparation for their A Level exams
	Students will be recapping papers 1/2/3 in preparation for their A Level exams

	Components



	Gender and culture in Psychology – universality and bias. Gender bias including androcentrism and alpha and beta bias; cultural bias, including ethnocentrism and cultural relativism, free will and determinism and soft determinism, biological and environmental determinism, psychic determinism.
Scientific emphasis on causal explanations.
The nature nurture debate; the relative importance of heredity and environment; the interactionist approach.
Holism and reductionism; levels of explanations in psychology; biological and environmental reductionism; 
Ideographic and nomothetic approaches to psychological investigation; 
Ethical implications of research studies and theory, including reference to social sensitivity.
	Paper 1
-memory
-social influence
-attachment
-psychopathology

Paper 2
-approaches
-biopsychology
-research methods

Paper 3
-Issues and debates
-Forensic
-Schizophrenia
-Gender
	Paper 1
-memory
-social influence
-attachment
-psychopathology

Paper 2
-approaches
-biopsychology
-research methods

Paper 3
-Issues and debates
-Forensic
-Schizophrenia
-Gender

	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Students should already have touched upon some of the above debates and issues during their year one topics and the schizophrenia topic e.g. biological reductionism and ethical issues.
	Students will have all the previous knowledge from all the topics taught, lessons will be focusing on revision
	Students will have all the previous knowledge from all the topics taught, lessons will be focusing on revision

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Describing, applying and evaluating. 
	
	

	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Reductionism, holism, determinism, free will, ideographic. Nomothetic. Nature, nurture, ethical implications. Socially sensitive issues, scientific emphasis on causal explanation, the features of science- theory construction, falsification. Hypothesis testing, empirical evidence, replication. objectivity.
	
	

	Assessment activities



	Short and long answer questions. Application to ‘stems’ on Issues and Debates
	All past papers
	All past papers

	Resources available



	AQA Psychology for A-Level Year 2 (2015) Flanagan et al textbook also available electronically.
	
	

	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	It can be applied right across all the other topics in terms of evaluating theories research and therapies
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