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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	11
	Ability 
	All/Mixed Ability



	
	Term 1
	
		                              Term 2                        
		 1 lesson per fortnight throughout Term 1 and 2 + every lesson in Term 3

	 Topic
	Set Brief Composition
	Free Composition
	Appraising reteach

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	To compose and notate a piece of music or song to a set brief provided by Edexcel.


	To compose and notate a piece of music or song in their own choice of style, audience and occasion.

	Recap their knowledge of musical elements are set work knowledge, with a focus on exam technique.

	Components



	Students learn to create appropriate chord progressions for their chosen brief so that they can demonstrate functional harmony appropriate to the style.

Students continue to develop their understanding of stylistic features so they can compose in a particular style.

Students learn to apply musical elements appropriately so they can compose a functional and stylistic piece of music or song.

Students develop their understanding of development and contrast so they can build upon their initial ideas into a coherent piece of music. 

Students develop their understanding of music technology so that they are able to record their composition ideas in a variety of ways. 


	Students learn to create appropriate chord progressions for their chosen brief so that they can demonstrate functional harmony appropriate to the style.

Students continue to develop their understanding of stylistic features so they can compose in a particular style.

Students learn to apply musical elements appropriately so they can compose a functional and stylistic piece of music or song.

Students develop their understanding of development and contrast so they can build upon their initial ideas into a coherent piece of music. 

Students develop their understanding of music technology so that they are able to record their composition ideas in a variety of ways. 

	Students develop their musical vocabulary relating to the musical elements (DR.SMITH). This means they are then able to apply these terms to correctly describing a piece of music or song.
Students develop their dictation skills and confidence with score reading, so they are able to notate extracts of music that they hear. 
Students develop their evaluative skills so they can compare musical features of two extracts of music.

Components will be largely identified following assessments, to determine gaps in learning and areas to prioritise.



	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Students will have developed an understanding of composing music in middle school and students from SMS will have experience of using GarageBand to create dance music. In year 9 students develop these composition skills further through units such as Riffs and Hooks and Film Music. Here they develop an understanding of creating musical ideas using elements of melody, texture and harmony to create extracts of music as mini compositions Students also gain an understanding of how to use musical elements to create contrast and fluency.

In year 10, students complete a range of tasks based on features of all 8 set works across each area of study. They compose melodies, create chord progressions, piano accompaniment patterns, learning to create contrast, compose to given structures etc.

	Students will have developed an understanding of composing music in middle school and students from SMS will have experience of using GarageBand to create dance music. In year 9 students develop these composition skills further through units such as Riffs and Hooks and Film Music. Here they develop an understanding of creating musical ideas using elements of melody, texture and harmony to create extracts of music as mini compositions Students also gain an understanding of how to use musical elements to create contrast and fluency.

In year 10, students complete a range of tasks based on features of all 8 set works across each area of study. They compose melodies, create chord progressions, piano accompaniment patterns, learning to create contrast, compose to given structures etc.

	Students have learnt the set works in year 10 and have developed their understanding of musical elements throughout KS3 and KS4.
Students will have a good understanding of how to evaluate a piece of music, describe its stylistic features and compare to an unfamiliar extract.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Recording using MIDI keyboards.

Using Garageband / Mixcraft software effectively; recording, quantizing etc.

Using Sibelius effectively.

Stylistic features.

Writing a chord pattern and melody and/or vocal melody.

Composing for the piano, drums, guitar and learning to compose idiomatically.
	Recording using MIDI keyboards.

Using Garageband / Mixcraft software effectively; recording, quantizing etc.

Using Sibelius effectively.

Stylistic features.

Writing a chord pattern and melody and/or vocal melody.

Composing for the piano, drums, guitar and learning to compose idiomatically.
	Knowledge of musical elements (DR.SMITH) and their eight set works learnt in year 10.



	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	DR.SMITH (Dynamics, Rhythm, Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, Texture, Tempo, Tonality, Harmony)

Chord progression
Cadences
Ternary form
Rondo form
12 bar blues
Blues Scale
Verse-Chorus structure
Text setting
Vocalisation
Modulation
Circle of 5ths

Music technology – quantize, velocity, loop, metronome.


	DR.SMITH (Dynamics, Rhythm, Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, Texture, Tempo, Tonality, Harmony)

Chord progression
Cadences
Ternary form
Rondo form
12 bar blues
Blues Scale
Verse-Chorus structure
Text setting
Vocalisation
Modulation
Circle of 5ths

Music technology – quantize, velocity, loop, metronome.

	DR.SMITH (Dynamics, Rhythm, Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, Texture, Tempo, Tonality, Harmony)

Recapping vocabulary from year 10.
Gaps in vocabulary will be identified following assessments, to determine gaps in learning and areas to prioritise.


	Assessment activities



	Formative:
Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. Students receive verbal and written feedback in their composition progress logs.
Set brief composition marked at Christmas with feedback to allow improvements

Summative: 
2 compositions as part of GCSE coursework equating to 30% of final grade
· Free Composition
· Set Brief Composition
Each composition must be at least one minute in duration. The two compositions combined should be a minimum of at least three minutes in duration.

	Formative:
Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. Students receive verbal and written feedback in their composition progress logs.
Free composition marked at Easter, along with final set brief composition.

Summative: 
2 compositions as part of GCSE coursework equating to 30% of final grade
· Free Composition
· Set Brief Composition
Each composition must be at least one minute in duration. The two compositions combined should be a minimum of at least three minutes in duration.

	Continuous ‘live’ formative assessment takes place within each lesson. This includes; 
- Questioning and recall exercises every lesson.
- Retain tasks to check understanding and knowledge retention.
- Low stakes listening questions to check understanding.
- Dictation practice.
- Score reading practice.
- Practice listening questions.

Weekly listening homework set on Microsoft Teams – this activity allows pupils to practice their listening skills.  
Revision tasks set each listening lesson to help with knowledge retention and exam technique.

Summative assessment:
Pupils complete internal mock exams in November and March. In these formal assessment, teachers check pupils' knowledge and understanding in all components studied so far in the curriculum plan.
This includes;
· Multiple choice and short answer questions on a selection of the set works studied.
· Musical dictation question based on a set work.
· 12 mark extended answer comparing a set work to an unfamiliar piece of music.

Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with a Component Feedback Grid (CFG) that shows pupils’ their areas of strength and weakness. 

Teachers use their evaluation of CFGs to reteach components in year 11 listening lessons (one per fortnight). The spiral nature of the curriculum means we reteach each musical element each unit. 

The GCSE Music Appraising exam is in Summer at the end of year 11.

	Resources available



	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023-24 > GCSE > Composition

Classroom PCs with Sibelius and Mixcraft
Midi keyboards
Red Audio interface boxes
Leads, headphones, 
Guitars, Bass, microphones
Composition progress booklets
Range of different piano music to show accompaniment ideas and melodic phrasing
How-to guides for Sibelius and Mixcraft
How-to guides for modulating and writing drum patterns

	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023-24 > GCSE > Composition

Classroom PCs with Sibelius and Mixcraft
Midi keyboards
Red Audio interface boxes
Leads, headphones, 
Guitars, Bass, microphones
Composition progress booklets
Range of different piano music to show accompaniment ideas and melodic phrasing
How-to guides for Sibelius and Mixcraft
How-to guides for modulating and writing drum patterns

	Staff Shared Area> Music > 2023-24 > GCSE
Focus on Sound subscription
Seneca


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This is important because students have to compose to a set brief. This gives them some creative freedom, but ensures they learn how to compose appropriately for a particular character, mood or style.
It gives students experience in composing a piece of music or song in a similar way to how it would be composed and notated in the industry. 

	This is important because students are given the creative freedom to compose a piece of music or song in a style of their choice. Students engage with this process as they are inspired by the set works and their own musical experiences to compose their own piece.
It gives students experience in composing a piece of music or song in a similar way to how it would be composed and notated in the industry. 

	Teaching unit 3: appraising throughout year 11 (alongside unit 2: composition) is important to ensure students have regular opportunities for retrieval practice. Assessments are very important in order to identify gaps in knowledge to determine areas for reteach. Practicing listening questions, unfamiliar listening questions, dictation exercises and extended writing using techniques such as ‘I do, we do, you do’, allows students to improve their exam technique in all aspects of the listening paper and prepare them for the final exam.
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