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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	13
	Ability 
	All/Mixed Ability



	Term / Date(s)
	Term 1-3 (VC) – 5 lessons per fortnight
	                                                                                                Terms 1 and 2 (KP) – 4 lessons per fortnight

	Topic
	Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance
	Unit 6: Solo Performance

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	To perform a range of musical styles as part of an ensemble. Students will learn to problem-solve as a band, respond to feedback, and to plan and lead effective rehearsals. 
	To perform as a soloist in front of an audience. Students will develop a practice routine and learn exercise to develop their instrumental/vocal technique.



	Components



	Students develop their knowledge of different styles of music looking at specific stylistic features. This gives them the confidence and ability to start to re-work songs into different styles to produce their own interpretation of a song.

Students reflect on rehearsals and evaluate their own and others contribution to the rehearsal. This helps them to develop a reflective and evaluative approach to rehearsals and become self-sufficient to prepare them for working as a musician in the industry. 

Students continue to develop their rehearsal skills through a focus on communication, planning, target setting, organisation etc. This develops their ability to rehearse for success and improves their overall musicianship.


	Students develop their knowledge of the skills required for a solo performance. This includes technical instrumental or vocal skills, mental skills and physical skills. This teaches them how to prepare effectively for a performance to a live audience.

Students develop their understanding of how to prepare for a live performance. They develop their knowledge of how to practice effectively and learn to be disciplined in following a practice routine. This helps to improve as a musician and performer whilst teaching them how to prepare for a performance when working in the music industry.

Students develop their understanding of how to perform an engaging solo performance as a set in a concert. This provides them with the opportunity of performing to a live audience by performing a fifteen-minute set as part of a concert, with industry-level expectations.



	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	On entry into year 13, students should have a prior understanding of;
· Understanding of musical elements.
· Some understanding of musical styles and their stylistic features e.g. Jazz.
· Performing to an audience.
· Solo performance skills on their instrument/voice.
· Practising as a soloist.
· Performing as part of an ensemble.

Some students may have additional, more advances performance skills through their private study of instrumental or vocal exams e.g. ABRSM, RSL.

Leavers in 2022-2024 have had fewer opportunities to develop their ensemble performance skills prior to starting the course due to the Covid-19 restrictions.

	Students who studied GCSE music should have a prior understanding or experience of;
· Performing as a soloist (not necessarily to an audience)
· How to practice a piece/song.

On entry into year 13, all students should have a prior understanding or experience of;
· Performing to a live audience (not necessarily as a soloist)
· Practising as a soloist.
· Preparing for a performance and learning parts.
· Good technical control on their instrument/voice.
· Understanding of dynamics and expression to shape a performance.

Students who have 1:1 lessons with an instrumental or vocal tutor may also have an understanding of;
· Technical exercises
· A range of instrumental techniques
· Effective warm up and cool down exercises



	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	Rehearsal skills developed in ensemble performance can be applied to when students rehearse as a soloist.

An understanding of staging and stage presence can be applied to when students perform as a soloist.

Live performance opportunities in ensemble performance help to prepare students for performing to an audience as a soloist.


	Specific instrumental or vocal techniques are developed in this unit which could then be used as part of an ensemble performance.

Students learn about correct posture for their instrument which can be applied to all aspects of performance.

Specific instrumental or vocal technical exercises learnt in this unit are useful to students when performing in any musical context.

Skills and techniques learnt through researching a range of practitioners could also be applied to when performing as part of an ensemble.

Students learn to warm up and cool down effectively which is knowledge that can be used when performing in any musical context.

An understanding of staging and stage presence can be applied to when students perform as part of an ensemble.

Live performance opportunities in solo performance help to prepare students for performing to an audience as part of an ensemble.


	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	DR.SMITH (Dynamics, Rhythm, Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, Texture, Tempo, Tonality, Harmony)
Intonation
Tempo
Structure
Technical proficiency
Expression
Balance
Phrasing
Dynamics
Stage discipline
Verbal/non-verbal communication

Transcribing
Transposing
Reggae
One-drop, skank, off-beat, space, treble. 
Swing
Syncopation, bass on I-V, 7th chords, 9th chords, dim7th chords, shuffle pattern, scat, improvisation, accents, chucks. 
Punk
Power chords, thrash, distortion, driving bass, root notes, belting. 



	DR.SMITH (Dynamics, Rhythm, Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, Texture, Tempo, Tonality, Harmony)

Interpretation 
Dynamics
Phrasing
Articulation
Expression

Posture
Intonation
Dexterity

Musical communication



	Assessment activities



	Formative
Ongoing teacher verbal feedback of rehearsal/performance
Homework set based on researching stylistic features/completing practise tasks/practising techniques
Individual practice

Mock Paper is sat in the Autumn Term of Year 13. Students complete a reduced paper (two rather than three songs due to time constraints) of the previous Summer’s paper. Students complete the five activities:

Activity 1 Rehearsal 
Activity 2 Rehearsal Debrief 
Activity 3 Performance 
Activity 4 Stylistic Presentation 
Activity 5 Critical Review (written task) 

Students receive individual feedback on each activity. Common misconceptions and weaknesses in the class are addressed in bespoke lessons before the start of their assessment in January of year 13.  

Summative
External assessment set by Pearson. The brief is released in January of year 13 and learner work is submitted in May/June of year 13. 
A digital folder will be compiled at four milestone stages during the process, responding to prompts provided by Pearson as well as a 2-hour written task.
Activity 1 Rehearsal
Activity 2 Rehearsal Debrief
Activity 3 Performance
Activity 4 Stylistic Presentation
Activity 5 Critical Review (written task)

	Formative
Ongoing teacher verbal feedback of rehearsal/performance.
Homework set based on individual practice/practising techniques/instrument or voice research and examples of practitioners.

Summative
Internal assessment. Learning Aim A is assessed in November of year 13 (approx. – see BTEC assessment plan). Learning Aim B and B are assessed in March of year 13 (approx. – see BTEC assessment plan).

Assignment 1 is an online written article including audio-visual demonstrations of the techniques and exercises discussed in the article. 

Assignment 2 compromises of a written plan of the practice and rehearsal routine, reviews of ongoing progress (at least 4 milestone points), video diary of rehearsals, diary/log of progress, feedback from others on progress, a 2-week pre-performance plan, an audio-visual diary of ongoing rehearsals and a video recording of the final performance.


	Resources available



	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023 – 24 > BTEC > Unit 3 Ensemble Performance

Students should have access to instruments, recording equipment, a stage, microphones and mic stands and the PA.

Books
Taylor, L. (2011), Stage Performance, Revised edition CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; 
Buswell, D. (2006). Performance Strategies for Musicians. 1st ed. Stansted Abbotts: MX.
 
Musical examples:
Bob Marley – We Jammin’, Three Little Birds,  Is This Love
Toots and The Maytals – 54 – 46 Was My Number
UB40 – Red Red Wine

Benny Goodman – Sing Sing Sing
Woody Herman – Woodchoppers Ball
Michael Bublé – Have You Met Miss Jones

Bryan Adams – Summer Of 69
Sex Pistols – God Save The Queen, Pretty Vacant
The Ramones – Pet Semetary

Johnny Cash – Ring of Fire, Walk the Line
Dolly Parton – Jolene
Kenny Rogers – The Gambler

Videos on stylistic features
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aaVYh67cHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYRpsXxN4Q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mURRS5zYCb8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0_xEXkDfEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vh5dnGZhtSM

https://www.guitartricks.com/blog/Country-Songs-how-to-Essential-Guitar-Tricks
	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023 – 24 > BTEC > Unit 6 Solo Performance

Students should have access to instruments, recording equipment, a stage, microphones and mic stands and the PA.
It is also recommended that students have access to instrumental teachers, specialists, masterclasses or workshops to aid with musical techniques.

Books
Rapson, S. (2000) The Art of the Solo Performer, American Success Institute 
Taylor, L. (2011), Stage Performance, Revised edition CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; 
Buswell, D. (2006). Performance Strategies for Musicians. 1st ed. Stansted Abbotts: MX.

Websites
http://blog.sonicbids.com/9-tips-that-will-make-your-solo-acoustic-shows-way-less-boring-to-watch
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2009/may/10/tips-stage-performance-singing

http://www.vocalist.org.uk/solo_artist.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUc953B6e5o&list=RDEqKnPHMLnf8&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFSiJOgWtOg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHMOmz2S1yo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrvOv6Ud33I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33rNgjJ7c9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PMwHjDfiUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PfovH755Yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfC6Z4A7DvE


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important as it develops students’ rehearsal and preparation skills which they can then apply to other performance contexts. This develops their musicianship and prepares students for working as a musician in the industry. 

It provides students with the opportunity to perform with other musicians in a variety of musical styles, to a live audience.

It gives students the opportunity to perform to live audiences, develop their instrumental/vocal skills and prepare students for working as a musician in the industry.

	This topic is important as it develops students’ rehearsal and preparation skills which they can then apply to other performance contexts. This develops their musicianship and prepares students for working as a musician in the industry. 

It gives students the opportunity to perform to live audiences, develop their instrumental/vocal skills and prepare students for working as a musician in the industry.

It provides students with the opportunity to establish their identity as a solo artist and promote their work, to help them prepare for working in the industry.

Students learn how to use the PA and industry-level equipment to help prepare them for a career as a musician. 

It allows students to learn about their instrument/voice in greater depth, allowing them to access more advanced repertoire. 
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