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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject:  
	Music
	Year:
	12
	Ability 
	All/Mixed Ability



	Term / Date(s)
	Terms 1-3 (KP) – 4 lessons per fortnight
	Terms 1-3 (VC) – 3 lessons per fortnight 
	Terms 1-3 (VC) – 2 lessons per fortnight – holistic unit

	Topic
	Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony
	Unit 2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry
	Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance

	Topic overview

Students will learn…

	Students will learn to;
- Examine the signs and symbols used in standard notation.
- Explore the application of melodic composition based on musical elements.
- Explore the application of chords and cadences for composition or arrangement.
- Produce correct musical notation for performance.

	Student will learn:
- Music industry roles, organisations and requirements.
- Skills for working in the music sector.
- How to present ideas to others effectively.

	Learners work as part of a musical ensemble and develop their skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance.

	Components



	Students learn to recognise the signs and symbols associated with standard notation. They explore a range of examples for a variety of instruments and musical styles. This gives them the confidence to follow, understand and analyse unfamiliar pieces of music as well as the knowledge to be able to perform from it in a rehearsal context. 

Students learn how to read and perform from alternative notation including guitar tab, drum notation and lead sheets. This develops their understanding of notation used by other performers and gives them the knowledge to be able to interpret notate music in this way. 

Students develop their understanding of melodic devices and learn how to compose a melody to a given chord pattern. This helps to improve their confidence and accuracy with composition and songwriting.

Students develop their understanding of harmony and learn to harmonise a melody in a range of musical styles. Analysing harmonic progressions strengthens their understanding of theory, which also helps to improve their confidence with composition and songwriting.

Students learn to arrange music for a variety of ensembles, including how to transpose music into an appropriate key. This gives them a deeper understanding of writing for other instruments other than their own, which better prepares them for working in an ensemble context in the industry.


	Students develop their understanding of live venues and roles within live performance.  They learn about different types of record labels and understand the different roles within recorded and live music. This develops their understanding of how different venues cater for different events and acts. 

Students learn about Health & Safety requirements and look at who has responsibility for this. They will look at the different types of licenses and copyright. This develops their understanding of how different organisations in the industry manage legal considerations and helps them to analyse the flow of revenue between different roles and organisations

Students will then look at financial considerations for staging events and develop an understanding of the importance of budgeting and sponsorship. Explore appropriate costs for acts and venues. This improves their confidence in setting realistic pricing and helps them understand how much different acts and events cost to stage.

Students learn about the different skills required for working collaboratively in the music industry: networking, promotion, auditioning and sourcing acts. This gives them an understanding of how to be successful as a freelance professional and to self-manage a business in the music industry.
	Students develop group ensemble skills through learning and rehearsing songs set by the teacher that get progressively harder. Students improve their instrumental/vocal and ensemble skills to prepare them for performing to a live audience.

Students explore what makes a good rehearsal and start to develop their rehearsal skills through a focus on communication, planning, target setting, organisation etc. This develops their ability to rehearse for success and improves their overall musicianship.

Students reflect on rehearsals and evaluate their own and others contribution to the rehearsal. This helps them to develop a reflective and evaluative approach to rehearsals and become self-sufficient to prepare them for working as a musician in the industry. 
 


	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)


	Most students have studied GCSE music and will therefore have a prior understanding of;
- following a simple score (standard notation) confidently. 
- understanding of simple time signatures, common dynamic markings and note values.
- melodic and harmonic devices.
- functional harmony, perfect cadences and some more complex harmony such as 7th chords.

Some students may have used Sibelius so will have a good understanding of this software.

Instrumentalists who read standard notation will also be confident with note names and even some more advances theory knowledge from ABRSM exams.

Those who play the guitar will have a confident understanding of TAB and will be able to read it fluently. Those who don’t will have a basic understanding of TAB but will understand chord symbols and how to interpret these.

Those who play the drums will have an awareness of drum notation but others will not.

	For the vast majority of students this unit will involve a lot of new learning. 

Some students will have some experience of working as a musician and the basic requirements of organising small-scale events.

Some students may have prior knowledge from other subjects such as GCSE/A Level business.
	Students who studied GCSE music should have a prior understanding of;
· Solo performance skills on their instrument/voice.
· Understanding of musical elements.
· Some understanding of musical styles and their stylistic features e.g. Jazz.

Students who are confident musicians should have an understanding or experience of;
· Performing to an audience.
· Solo performance skills on their instrument/voice.
· Practising as a soloist.
· Warming up, preparing for a performance and learning parts.
· Performing as part of an ensemble.

Some students may have additional, more advances performance skills through their private study of instrumental or vocal exams e.g. ABRSM, RSL.

Leavers in 2022-2024 have had fewer opportunities to develop their ensemble performance skills prior to starting the course due to the Covid-19 restrictions.

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	An understanding of how to read and notate a wide variety of notation. This will enable them to perform, compose and teach music in a variety of forms of musical styles in the future.

An understanding of how to read and notate music for instruments other than their own, so that they are able to write for drums and guitar, regardless of whether they already play these instruments or not.

A confident understanding of how to use notation software such as Sibelius and Garageband/Mixcraft.

The ability to harmonise a melody develops their composition and songwriting skills.

The ability to transpose a melody, song or piece of music is essential knowledge for working in an ensemble, so they know to change the key to suit certain performers, should they need to.

 
	An understanding of how to budget for an event is a skill that can be used in various contexts, not just in the music industry.

An understanding of how to effectively present ideas is a skill that can be used in various contexts, not just in the music industry.

An understanding of how to organise events is a skill that can be used in various contexts, not just in the music industry.







	Rehearsal skills developed in ensemble performance can be applied to when students rehearse as a soloist.

An understanding of staging and stage presence can be applied to when students perform as a soloist.

Live performance opportunities in ensemble performance help to prepare students for performing to an audience as a soloist.



	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn


	Rhythm and pitch in standard notation 
Clefs – treble, bass, stave, ledger lines, accidentals, intervals (up to one octave) – major, perfect, minor, diminished, augmented, note and rest values (up to hemidemisemiquavers/64th notes), bars and bar lines, time signatures – simple, compound, complex, key signatures. 
Metronome markings, tempo markings, articulation markings, instrumental and vocal techniques.
Guitar tablature, tonic sol-fa, graphic scores, drum notation, chord chart, lead sheet.
Major scales, harmonic, melodic and natural minor scales, major and minor pentatonic, blues scale. whole-tone scale, modes. 
Conjunct and disjunct, diatonic, chromatic, arpeggios, sequences, imitation, Inversion, anticipation, melodic augmentation and diminution, call and response. 
Dotted notes, syncopation, augmentation and diminution, triplets, duplets, quintuplets, sextuplets, riff/ostinato, accents. 
Triads, primary chords, secondary chords, seventh chords, augmented chords, diminished chords, extended chords chromatic chords. 
Three-chord progressions, 12-bar blues, circle of fifths progressions, turnaround progressions, minor progressions. secondary progressions, cadences: perfect (V–I, V7–I), plagal (IV–I), imperfect (?–V), interrupted (V–VI). 

	Venues and Job Roles:
Festival, Concert Hall, Stadium Village hall
Accessibility, Venue, Performer, Audience, Manager, Sound technician, Roadie, Lighting Front of house, Lawyer, H&S officer, Door staff, Runners, Technicians, Staging, Sound equipment, Music producer, Production assistant, A&R, Major and Indie labels, freelance

Project planning 
Rationale, Schedule, running order, brief, pitch, budget, 

Legal requirements 
Copyright, licensing, PRS Health & Safety, Formation of a contract: types of contracts – performance contracts, booking contracts, manager contracts, recording contracts, producer and remix contracts trade bodies trade unions, Insurance: types of insurance – public liability, personal and equipment insurance. 




	DR.SMITH (Dynamics, Rhythm, Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, Texture, Tempo, Tonality, Harmony)
Intonation
Tempo
Structure
Technical proficiency
Expression
Balance
Phrasing
Dynamics
Stage discipline
Verbal/non-verbal communication

Transcribing
Transposing


	Assessment activities



	Formative
Diagnostic assessment every lesson. 
Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson.
1 piece of homework should be set per week outside of the assessment window. ‘Train’ exercises to be set as homework whilst studying Learning Aim A. 
Cumulative knowledge tests during Learning Aim A.
WWW & EBI teacher feedback whilst learning the content of learning aims B, C and D.

Summative
Assignment 1 - this assesses Learning Aim A at the end of term one. Pupils produce a report, video tutorial or presentation to demonstrate and explain the signs and symbols used in various examples of notated music. 

Assignment 2 – assesses Learning Aim B, C and D in term three. Pupils are assessed in a practical or recorded demonstration of the creation of melodies, in response to chosen or given harmonic starting points. A practical or recorded demonstration of the harmonisation of melody with chords, in response to chosen or given melodies. A set of parts for an arrangement or composition that are appropriate for the performers and context. 

	Formative
Diagnostic assessment every lesson. 
Ongoing verbal feedback each lesson.
Homework tasks will develop students research skills and build on their knowledge of the music industry. These will cover assessment practice on all AO as well as developing their skills in all assessment activities.
Reading homework set on Microsoft Teams to further embed new concepts – this activity allows pupils to practice their decoding, comprehension, literacy and draw connections between AO. 


Students will begin completing past briefs (mock papers) in HT2. Students are assessed in four activities; Project Plan, Budget, Rationale, and Pitch/Presentation.
They have to research a scenario/brief and apply their skills and knowledge to answer each activity. 
Students will complete approximately one mock paper per half term, with progressively less teacher input. A timed mock examination will be undertaken in half term 4, to prepare students for their examination in the summer term. 
Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with feedback that shows pupils’ their areas of strength and weakness. 
Teachers use their evaluation of feedback to reteach skills to students before approaching the next mock paper. The nature of the examination means that each papers scenario/brief is unique and has bespoke knowledge set but the skills needed to access the brief, research around the topic and answer each activity remain the same. 

Summative
8 hour supervised assessment on a set brief set by Pearson. Students complete 3 hours of supervised research followed by 5 hours to complete the task. The 8-hour assessment is to be completed within a 2-week window provided by Pearson. This window is in May of year 12.
	Formative
Ongoing teacher verbal feedback of rehearsal/performance.
Homework set based on individual practice/completing practise tasks/practising techniques.
Reading homework set on before learning a new genre – this activity allows pupils to practice their research skills, decoding, comprehension, literacy and draw connections between genres/styles. 

Summative
External assessment set by Pearson. The brief is released in January of year 13 and learner work is submitted in May/June of year 13. 
A digital folder will be compiled at four milestone stages during the process, responding to prompts provided by Pearson as well as a 2-hour written task.
Activity 1 Rehearsal
Activity 2 Rehearsal Debrief
Activity 3 Performance
Activity 4 Stylistic Presentation
Activity 5 Critical Review (written task)


	Resources available



	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023 – 24 > BTEC > Unit 1 Practical Music Theory and Harmony 

Books;
· Step up to GCSE 
· ABRSM Music Theory in Practice workbooks
· Rockschool Popular Music Theory workbooks

Recommended by Pearson
www.musictheory.net 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj36tEcalBs (a useful video for guitar theory) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GIfRazbZh8 (a video for Music Theory on Scales, Chords and Time) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4UpHaJG_Nk  
(how to write chords to a melody - based on guitar) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDuA6RcMDw0 
(How to write chords to a melody - general) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1CRzIQhDsU&t=21s 
(transposing instruments) 

	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023 – 24 > BTEC > Unit 2 Professional Practice in The Music Industry

Websites:
https://www.music-jobs.com/uk/jobtypes/job-descriptions.php
https://ccskills.org.uk/careers/advice/job-profiles/music
https://careertrend.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01bm5qm
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2018/mar/28/viola-player-wins-royal-opera-house-case-for-hearing-damage

https://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Home/Advice/Your-Career/Health-and-Safety/Health-and-Safety-The-Basics
www.hse.gov.uk
https://www.thebalancesmb.com/attract-event-sponsors-for-your-next-special-event-1223367
www.fiverr.com

	Staff Shared Area > Music > 2023 – 24 > BTEC > Unit 3 Ensemble Performance

Students should have access to instruments, recording equipment, a stage, microphones and mic stands and the PA.

Books
Taylor, L. (2011), Stage Performance, Revised edition CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; 
Buswell, D. (2006). Performance Strategies for Musicians. 1st ed. Stansted Abbotts: MX.


	Notes

Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important as it strengthens students’ understanding of music theory so they are able to understand the music they are performing. 

It provides them with the tools to understanding an teach music in a variety of forms, if they were to work as an instrumental teacher alongside being a performer.

It provides students with the knowledge and skills to rehearse effectively as an ensemble as they will have a deeper understanding of the music they are playing, to allow them to problem-solve in rehearsals.




	This topic is important because it is directly linked to the music industry. Learning about a wide variety of roles in the music industry can inspire students with their career path.

It gives students a good understanding of how to promote themselves as musicians in order to gain work in the industry.

It provides students with knowledge of music business which they will need in order to be successful when working in the music industry.

	This topic is important as it develops students’ rehearsal and preparation skills which they can then apply to other performance contexts. This develops their musicianship and prepares students for working as a musician in the industry. 

It provides students with the opportunity to perform with other musicians in a variety of musical styles, to a live audience.

It gives students the opportunity to perform to live audiences, develop their instrumental/vocal skills and prepare students for working as a musician in the industry.
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