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Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template
	Subject:
	Geography 
	Year
	9
	Ability 
	Mixed 



	Term / Date(s)
	12 weeks
	9-10 weeks  December - February 
	6-7 weeks February-April 
	3-weeks April-May
	6 weeks May-June

	Topic
	The Restless Earth 
	Amazing Africa
	Extreme Ecosystems
	From Russia With Love
	Ice World

	Pupils will learn…
	Students will learn about the dynamic hazards that threaten life on earth as well as delving into geological time to understand how earth has changed since prehistory
	Students will learn about the diverse nature and human activities across the African content and how they should not be used to tell a single story of poverty and deprivation. 
	Students will be able explore the dynamic links between the climate, plants and animals and how they influence human activities.
	Students will learn how the physical geography of this vast country affects its social and political relationships with the rest of the world.
	Students will learn about the role that the cryosphere has had on shaping the world with a focus on the British landscape 

	Components



	Students will learn about the categories and some examples natural hazards so that they can assess what makes some worse than others

Students will learn about the human and natural causes of climate change so that they can understand how human actions have long lasting environmental impacts.

Students will learn about how climate change will affect the globe and the local area so that they appreciate that climate change is not just a problem that other people will face.

Students will learn about how their lifestyle choices can be modified to reduce climate change so they can make informed decisions on their own actions in relation to the climate.  This will link to an example of Greta Thunberg and how she started a climate revolution.

Students will study the causes of wildfires to allow them to evaluate the human vs natural influence over them and their links to climate change.

Students will study the causes, impacts and responses to a specific wildfire to ensure that they can evaluate the causes and impacts on society and the natural world.
Students will learn about geological time and recognise key events in Earth history.

Students will learn about the three main rock types (sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic) and identify examples of each in order to be able to explain how these types of rock fit into the rock cycle.

Students will learn about the structure of the earth and plate tectonics in order to be able to explain the different types of plate margins and the features they lead to.

Students will study the causes and impacts of a tsunami to allow them to be able to evaluate the impacts on society and the environment and draw comparisons to other hazards.

Students will study the basic anatomy and different types of volcano so that they can understand why people choose to live near them.
 
Students will study the causes and impacts of a volcanic eruption to allow them to be able to evaluate the impacts on society and the environment.

Students will use GIS to map and predict volcanic eruptions and earthquakes to allow them to explore the world independently.
	Students will use atlas maps to map out African countries, uplands, lowlands, rivers and oceans so that they develop an appreciation for the diverse nature of the African continent. 

Students will study the human and physical characteristics of major African cities in order to understand the nature of megacities, the reasons for migration

Students will study Cairo as an example of an African Megacity in order to understand its culture and the challenges and opportunities of living there.

Students will use satellite images and maps to study the course of the Nile in order to understand it’s past and present uses, links to world religions and conflicts that are caused over its use in the wake of the climate crisis.

Students will study the major geographical features of Kenya in order to evaluate their importance on their role in human evolution. 

Students will learn about the characteristics of the rich and poor parts of Nairobi to be able to compare and contrast the problems in slums and their possible solutions.

Students will study the life of the Maasai in order to compare and contrast it to our own and to appreciate different ways of living.

Students will learn about the life and work of Isatou Ceesay as an African environmentalist and women’s right activist in order to understand how empowering women can help countries to develop.


	Students will locate global biomes on a map of the world in order to be able to explore the reasons for their locations.

Characteristics of biomes will be looked at in order to allow students to be able to identify elements of a food chain and describe and compare food chains and webs.

Students will learn about what a soil is and the structure of a soil in order to understand the importance of soil in the environment and to humanity

Students will learn about the physical characteristics of deserts in order to understand how their plants and animals are adapted to their environment and how this is all being changed by climate change. 

Challenges and opportunities of living in deserts will be studied to allow students to evaluate whether we should risk living in desert regions or not.

Students will learn about the location and physical characteristics of rainforests to understand why they are so fragile and worth protecting and why their highly adapted animals are at risk at the hands of the climate crisis.

Students will read about Marina Silvia in order to learn about how she worked to protect the Amazon rainforest and the people who work in it.

 
	Students will locate Russia on maps of varying scales to explore its size, location, neighbours and physical characteristics in order to understand how its physical geography influences its human geography.

Students will use maps and photographs to describe the distribution of Russia’s biomes so that they can understand how biomes influence the environment and population of certain regions.

Students will use maps and texts to study the population distribution, economic structure and culture of Russia and how it influences its political relations.

Students will apply their knowledge of Russian geography combined with new knowledge of Russian history to explain current political tensions between Russia and Ukraine.




	Students will study the environment of the UK in the last Ice Age in order to help them understand why the UK landscape is as it is now.

Students will study how glacial ice forms and moves in order to help them understand how ice shapes the physical landscape and how this can be exploited by humans for economic purposes.

Students will study how ice can be used as a resource with a focus on the impact that climate change will have on this. 

	What pupils should already know

	Some understanding of plate movement/continental drift. 
OS map skills and compass directions. 

	Compass directions
How to read a climate graph
Location of continents and seas
Location of major African Countries
	Social, economic and environmental factors
Lines of latitude
Continents of the earth

	Biome definition and examples
The location of major continents (Europe and Asia specifically)
	Lines of latitude
Continents of the world
The concept of social, economic and environmental factors
The location of major British cities

	Transferrable knowledge (skills)



	The concept of climate change will be a key thread of investigation throughout the course all the way up to A level as out past and future actions drive it and it will drive future hazards and wars.
The understanding of key terms such as social, economic and environmental


	The understanding of human and physical characteristics of cities is an important thread that runs through the entire 5 year course of geography at Shelley College.
	The understanding of how animals and plants are adapted to their environments will underpin some of the concepts we study at GCSE level.
An understanding of how to protect fragile environments is a thread that will be explored at GCSE and A level as well as in KS3. 
	The link between human relations and the use/cost of essential resources will be essential for GCSE studies 

	Understanding of physical processes that shape landscapes over time will help pupils conceptualise knowledge shared in the rivers and coasts units as GCSE
Issues related to conflict land use resources will be helpful when learning conflicts over resources at GCSE. 


	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn
	Tectonic, geomorphic, social, economic, climate change, deforestation, fossil fuels, long term impacts, short term impacts, agriculture
	Conflict, squatter settlement/slum, development, megacity, 
	Ecosystem, rainforest, desert, adaptation, food chain, food web
	Population distribution, communism, inequality, urban, rural
	Polar, tundra, glacier, ice sheet, corrie, 

	Assessment activities



	· Students will sit a baseline geography test on entry assess KS3 knowledge so far regarding
· Location of seas, oceans, deserts and continents
· OS map skills
· Knowledge of the location of and cities in African and Asian and Middle Eastern countries that are learned about at middle school
· Mapping biomes
· Knowledge of middle school content including coasts, weather, climate, tectonics
· Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with a Component Feedback Grid (CFG) that shows pupils’ their areas of strength and weakness.  General trends will also be fed back to the Middle School Humanities lead in the next liaison meeting.
· There are two opportunities to practice number based and decision based activities that will be marked, modelled and improved
· This unit has an essay based assessment question based on Tsunamis. This assessment
allows staff to check literacy and grammar as well as important geographical skills like decision making (the worst impacts of a named tsunami), use of geographical terminology and selecting appropriate facts to back up an argument and form a counter argument.
· Pupils will be given a comprehensive feedback grid to outline their main areas of strength and weakness 
· Teachers will model how to address the areas of weakness using examples and students will be given time for targeted improvement.  Work will then be re marked to show progress.
· This unit also has a summative assessment to show general progress so far.  This will include multiple choice questions, short answer questions, more extended answers (up to 4 marks) and map questions that cover middle school content as well as Shelley College content.
· Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with a Component Feedback Grid (CFG) that shows pupils’ their areas of strength and weakness.
· Time will be dedicated to pupils correcting answers they got wrong.
Areas will be identified for reteach and interleaving throughout the course
	· There are three opportunities to practice number based and decision based activities that will be marked, modelled and improved
· This unit has an essay based decision making assessment question based on Slum improvements. This assessment allows staff to check literacy and grammar as well as important geographical skills like decision making (which strategies should be selected to improve a named slum), use of geographical terminology and selecting appropriate facts from given information to back up an argument and form a counter argument as well as budgeting and numeracy skills.
· Pupils will be given a comprehensive feedback grid to outline their main areas of strength and weakness 
· Teachers will model how to address the areas of weakness using examples and students will be given time for targeted improvement.  Work will then be re marked to show progress.
· This unit also has a summative assessment to show general progress so far (assesses all units).  This will include multiple choice questions, short answer questions, more extended answers (up to 4 marks) and map questions that cover middle school content as well as Shelley College content.
· Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with a Component Feedback Grid (CFG) that shows pupils’ their areas of strength and weakness.
· Time will be dedicated to pupils correcting answers they got wrong.
Areas will be identified for reteach and interleaving throughout the course
	· There are two opportunities to practice number based and decision based activities that will be marked, modelled and improved
· This unit has an essay based assessment question based on deserts. This assessment
allows staff to check literacy and grammar as well as important geographical skills like decision making (whether a named desert offers more opportunities or challenges), use of geographical terminology and selecting appropriate facts from text to back up an argument and form a counter argument.
· Pupils will be given a comprehensive feedback grid to outline their main areas of strength and weakness 
· Teachers will model how to address the areas of weakness using examples and students will be given time for targeted improvement.  Work will then be re marked to show progress.

	
· There is one opportunity to practice number based and decision based activities that will be marked, modelled and improved
· No other formal assessment takes place this unit
· Ongoing classroom based informal/formative assessment takes place through AfL activities such as starter quizzes, whiteboard tasks etc.
	· This unit has a summative assessment to show general progress so far in all units including middle school content.  This will include multiple choice questions, short answer questions, more extended answers (up to 4 marks) and map questions.
· Following the assessment, teachers will provide pupils with a Component Feedback Grid (CFG) that shows pupils’ their areas of strength and weakness.
· Time will be dedicated to pupils correcting answers they got wrong.
· Areas will be identified for reteach before the onset of GCSE learning.

	Resources available



	Examples of good practice and lesson plans are in the Shared area- 
· S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\1. The Restless Earth
Homework S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\HOMEWORK
	Examples of good practice and lesson plans are in the Shared area- 
· S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\2. Amazing Africa
· Geog. 2
· Homework S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\HOMEWORK
	Examples of good practice and lesson plans are in the Shared area- 
· S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\3. Extreme Ecosystems
· Homework S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\HOMEWORK
	Examples of good practice and lesson plans are in the Shared area- 
· S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\4. From Russia With Love
· Homework S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\HOMEWORK
	Examples of good practice and lesson plans are in the Shared area- 
· S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\5. Ice World
· Homework S:\Humanities\Geography\1. Lessons\1. KS3\HOMEWORK

	
Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important because children are the future of the planet- teaching them about how we affect the planet with our actions and how this can be rectified is important for the future.  It is  also an essential unit for helping students to understand the natural forces that drive the planet.

Links to Personal Development and Cultural Capital:
· Links to how our actions affect the world when studying climate change and how to reduce it
· Links to understand Aspergers, healthy lifestyles (linked to weight loss) and mental health (depression) when learning about Greta Thunberg 
· Links to Roman Mythology when looking at the etymology of the word “Volcano”
	This topic is important to show pupils that Africa is not a one-story continent- it is not just a poor arid region, it is diverse in nature and society and is affected by the actions of the rest of the world in relation to the climate crisis.

Links to Personal Development and Cultural Capital:
· An understanding and respect of other religions and cultures such as Maasai and those who live in slums
· Links to religious teachings (Judaism and Christianity) when looking at the use of the Nile 
	This topic is important as it looks at how the natural world is affected by human activity- it allows pupils to see the delicate balance between living things and their environment and how humans can upset this balance.

This topic also allows pupils to appreciate the beauty and diversity of different natural ecosystems. 

Links to Personal Development and Cultural Capital:
· The understanding of why plants and animals have as much right to be protected as we have


	This topic is important because it show students how the natural geography of a place can influence the behaviour of its population and the knock on effects this has on the world.  It addresses current issues such as the Ukraine war to give students an understanding of what is happening in the political world and why. 

Links to Personal Development and Cultural Capital:
· An understanding of the history of Russia and its people
· An understanding of the reasons for the Ukraine war
	This topic is important as it shows pupils how our own landscape has been shaped over recent geological time- it outlines the fragile interdependence between human activity and the environment and allows them to consider how our actions will affect the world as a whole.

Links to Personal Development and Cultural Capital:
· Understanding of how different groups of people use glaciated landscapes and the confects this can cause 




2 | Page

image1.png




