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	Subject:
	Religious Studies, Philosophy & Ethics
	Year
	9
	Ability Mixed
	



	Term / Date(s)
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4
	Unit 5

	Big Question
	What is the value of life?
	How do we relate to each other?
	Can God exist?
	What is my Ultimate Question?
	Christian Beliefs (GCSE)

	Topic overview

Pupils will learn…

	About the value of life in Christianity and apply the concepts of imago dei and original sin to a range of ethical issues.
They will be introduced to Christian ethics including Situation Ethics and will consider how ethical theories support Christians and non-religious people make decisions in life. Opportunities to explore non-religious worldviews will be discreetly addressed within lessons.

	How and why divergent Christians and Muslims understand the nature and purpose of relationships. Students will explore the significance of marriage within both religious and will apply key teachings to a range of ethical issues surrounding homosexuality, contraception, divorce and sex outside marriage. Opportunities to explore non-religious worldviews will be discreetly addressed within lessons. 
	To identify and deconstruct the teleological and cosmological arguments for the existence of God. Students will compare principles of these arguments and apply concepts to the problem of evil and suffering. Students will explore how and why belief in the God of classical theism can be challenged and strengthened through suffering. Opportunities to explore non-religious worldviews will be discreetly addressed within lessons. 

	To apply the ethical and philosophical concepts gathered across the year to a piece of evaluative writing. Students’ written work will be supported by a creative piece (artwork, model, technical creation) to represent the ultimate question of their choice.
A selection of students will be entered in to the national NATRE Spirited Arts competition in July 2023. 
	Fundamental beliefs and teachings within the religion of Christianity.  

That within Christianity there may be more than one perspective in the way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed.
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