











What makes a successful exam-taker?

It seems that the importance of exams keeps

growing. For most students, being successful * KEY
in exams is very important. You need to be well ISSUE
prepared for exams and aware of what is good
practice once you are in the exam. 'VHUW CM Ihe SMCCC&SfM
n GxAms

The table below contains a list of ‘top tips’ for exam success.
1 Tick the ones you do already.
2 Think about the ones you don’t do — and make a note next to them to say
how and when you can do this.

Before the exam v How and when I can do this
Put enough time aside for revision

Plan a good revision timetable and
review it regularly

Revise in ways that you know suit the
way you learn

Know the format of the paper

Know how questions will be worded

Know how long should be spent on
each question

Make sure you know the meaning of
key examiners’ instructions such as
‘Discuss’ and ‘Evaluate’

Check the regulations about what you
can and cannot bring to the exam

Take some water with you to drink
during the exam

Arrive in good time for the exam
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What makes a sutvessful exam-taker?

In the exam

Carefully read the instructions on the
paper before starting

Carefully read each question before
starting your answer

Answer the questions set, not the
ones you want

Allocate time to each question
according to the marks available

Don’t write the question out, just its
number

Plan longer answers on the answer
paper — cross your rough plan out at
the end

Use technical terms from the subject
wherever appropriate

Try to write as accurately as possible
— use sentences, paragraphs and
punctuation

Don’t panic — if you get stuck, take
some deep breaths and go back to the
question

Keep an eye on the time

Read through answers for mistakes

After the exam

Avoid too much discussion about the
exam — there’s nothing you can do!
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