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Buying revision guides

colourful
up to date

lots of detail
information 

divided up into 
chunks

little detail
activities for  

me to do
coursework 
guidance

sample answers 

with examiner’s 
comments and 

marks
exam hints  
and tips

details of the 
specification

Here are ten features that revision guides might contain. Select 
the five that are most important for you in order of importance.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Checklist for buying revision guides

Have I?

Asked my teacher for advice

Thought about what I want from a revision guide

Browsed through a range of alternatives

And once I have a guide in mind, have I checked that?
It covers exactly the course that I’m doing

I can understand it

It contains the features I want (e.g. bite-size notes,  
sample answers, coursework guidance)

It contains the right level of detail for me

I like the style and presentation

It is better than I could do myself

If you do buy a revision guide, don’t be too precious about it - treat it 
rough!  Make it your own by writing on it, adding colour to it, or even 
chopping it up to make your own resources.

And finally, don’t assume that it contains everything you need to know.
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Revising boring topics

Even in our favourite subjects there may be bits we 

find less interesting.

The table below contains suggestions on how to make 

these boring bits more interesting. Tick the ones you 

already use and the ones you might try next time it all 

gets a bit dull.

If you have your own ideas, add them to the list.

 Key 
issue

What is the best way to revise 
topics I’m not interested in?

Revise with someone else

Find a new angle on the topic (such as finding someone 
famous this topic applies to and how it has affected them) 

Find a way in which this topic relates to me personally 

Find out how it can be linked to the topics I am interested in

Find a new source of information – such as a 
different textbook, website, CD-ROM

Go somewhere else to revise the topic (for a change of scenery)

Break the revision into chunks of time and stick to the schedule

Revise in an unusual way – why not make a podcast, 
cut and paste from magazines or create a poster?

Give myself a big reward when I’ve learnt it

Other?

Other?

I do this 
already             

I’ll try 
this 

 
To make the boring bits more interesting I can

Activity

Make revision interesting at www.getrevising.co.uk Get Revising!




